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ce Sink, ſink, dire Remembrance! 

<« Be blotted out the time when firſt I {aw thee! 

« Periſh the hours that aided to my ſhame, 

«© And witneſs'd when I woo'd thy treacherous charms! 


„ Curs'd be my blindneſs, and thy own deceit." 


4 
1 


ON the day when Lord Sona was fits [TA 1 
able to leave his room, Mrs. Powis, who | 
was always eager to put any plan ihe had 5 
formed into execution, introduced a viſiter : 


| 1 | e 


. 1 3 SERENA. 

; at we Gale in the perſon of Miss Morti- 
57 ö mer. The Peer and his amiable daugh ter 4 
| | Feceived her with the moſt engaging poltte- 
= nes; and Mrs. Pouis, in the admiring gaze 
5 25 of the Count and Chevalier at her new- 
A friend, triumphed to ſee her taſte in female 
beauty approved. Mils Mortimer was, in- 
dced, perfectly handſome ; to a perſon of 
8 the middle ſize, delicately proportioned, ſhe - 
= united a face whoſe form a ſtatuary might 


3 


delight to copy, animated with the glowing 
tints of health and youthful hilarity, and 
Mill 3 more by large dark blue eyes, and orna- 
- mented by a profuſion of light brown hair, 
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ry © She appeared to be under twenty, and to 
hy manners the moſt faſcicating, united a clear 
and brilliant ee. Ns 


.. a fg ts Miſs Mortimer had an 
n W admirer 


SERENA, 


admirer | in every perſon | in b Callle: 
. at one time gay, ſportive, and her conver- IF 


ſation embelliſhed by the moſt playful ſallies © 


of wit—at another, mild, ſerious, and bea. 4 
ſive; her carriage was in every way fo en- 1 
gaging, that it was impoſfible to reſiſt her 
powers of faſcination. None more ſenſibly © 

felt them than Lord Somer et, whom e | 
appeared ſedulous to pleaſe and amuſe; and ; 
this trait of character ſo endeared her to 

Miſs Delville, that when, after an abſences | 
of a fortnight, ſhe viſited Serena, ſhe — | 
tioned her in terms of the higheſt praiſe © to 
that young lady. > 


55 Ah!“ F ſaid Serena, fi | big ae . 5 4 g 
happy is Miſs Mortimer to be an jamate Mi 
in that beloved manſion I muſt never Ke : A (| | 
to enter more, and to have ag opportunity 
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SERENA. 


* of ene ing herſelf-to the perſon that Luft 


l venerate at a diſtance 48 


; 
© 41 


ee Why at a diſtance, my dear Serena "a 
Haid Mis Delville. Truſt me there Is: 
ins my father more truly deſires than 


| to have you again under his roof, and to 


| - ſee you united to my brother.” 


4 


Mis Delxille Got: in an accent, and 
| | vith a look of cheerfulneſs that ſeemed, 
# together with her words, to wring the 
; * Heart of Serena, | She prefled her infant,” 
q (now recovered; and lying on her lap), to 
| Si boſom, and burſt into a paition of tears, 
| that terrified the timid, affectionate Phi- 
| ra | She would have taken the child 

from his mother; but ſhe held it yet cloter 

10 ber t, exclaimi ag—* Oh, do not 
deprive 


* 


| „ E REN. 2 he : *: 2 
a deprive me of this dear cherub, Bit whoſe. 
ſake 1 have given up every fond hope be 
fut ure felicity, left, when beholding bim no | 
longer, I ſhould | repine at the ſacrifice 1 4 


have made!” „ = _ 


e What ſacrifice? To what do you 
allude?“ e A Been 1 
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1 ths 13's Anfüened the unfortunate, 
2 Serena, Cl: (playing her left hang, on abi 
ſhone a plain gold ring. ce 1 am no- 5 
indeed the wife of Delamain l. r 


Miſs Delville burſt into tears. H 
wept with her, and both remained ſilent for 
ſome time, till the former,” raiſing. her eyes bl 
to. thoſe of her friend, ſaid 4 Alas 1* be⸗ 
loved Serena, what i is it you have done ” ; 
„„ de, 
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7 BREE SERENA. N 
ec Made myſel if miſerable, and focared a 
name and fortune to this dear boy! ws 


— 


| « And Delville is then 


il Serena interrupted her haſtily.—“ Name 
3 not Delville!“ ſhe cried; © never men- 
tion him more to the wretched creature 
Who has betrayed him to miſery! Little 
did my unfortunate brother, when he com- 
. mitted me to the care of his noble friend, | 
"think that I ſhould prove the bane of his 


| Key * 


— 


Serena was in ſilent, and gare herſelf 
up to weeping; but at length rouſing 
bereit from the ſupinenel incurable ſorrow 
18 apt to cauſe in the mind, ſhe reſumed, 


| with ſome appearance of firmneſs— 
| Log ee, 


— — 


SERENA, = TEES 7 | 


Bo Philippa, we muſt meet no oel 1 8] 
muſt for the future fly every perſon and 
place that can bring Delville to my recol- 
lection! I am Mr. Delamain' J wife; and 
though he has promiſed not to deſire me 


ever even to ſee him, I owe him the reſpe& — | 
of giving up my connections with the ; A 
family of Sir Piercy. You are at liberty to 
relate every circumſtance of my life 10 
Lord Somerſet, that his ſon may be ex- 4 
onerated from blame; but I muſt ſee him 4 
.no more. Jet 1 with it were conſiſtent 3 | 
with my duty to pay him one viſit, "0 


thank him for his numberleſs kindneffes to 


1 - 
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„me. 
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Miss Deville . ſne recovered her 
| ſuſpended powers of ſpeech, exerted all her 
rhetoric. in vain to Prevail on Serena to 
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_— SERENA. 


lader herſelf by admitting a 9 n 4 
Lord Somerſet, Serena conſtantly repeated 4 
ſhe was the wife of Mr. Delamain, and re- 
[fuſed to ſee any perſon related ſo ul 


to the object of his jealouſy and hatred. 


— 


Miſs Delville, therefore, on her return 


| home, could only relate the ſtory of Serena 


4040 her father, and mention the reſolution 


The had taken. 


[ It is worthy | of Serena,” ſaid the 


Feber when he heard of it, « yet it mult 
not be perſevered in; ſhe bas again been | 
- betrayed, and it will nced all my power and 


7 * kill tp f ſave her from the moſt miſerable of 
= deſtinies, that of being ng to live 


it a man the lothes and deſpiſes. 


Miſs 


” : . l 
. > . 
1 S » - * 
5 , . 
. 7 
J 


PE 5 SERENA... 1 + 9 : 
Mi Delville would have urged to Lord | 
| Somerſet - the promiſe Mr. Delamain * 4 


made Serena, not to inſiſt on even ſeeing, 2 
her; but this amiable girl was too timid,, 5 


aud felt too particularly an awe of her father 


to make any obſervations on what he ſaid. _ Ml 


On the following morning, Lord cone; 5 ; 


ſet, ſupported on one fide by his daughter, "= 
and on the other by bis young friend, 8 


8 \Count de Melanville, repaired to Serena's, 


cott age, where he offered that unfortunate: _- 


young creature che moſt ample protection 
his houſe and influence could afford ber, 


urging ſuch reaſons why ſhe ought to ac- 


cept. of it, as determined her tc 0 fo; 3 
and two days afterwards (til as Miſs Hen- ; I | 6 
nington) ſhe returned to ' Somerſet. Caltle, 8 [: 
the bene volent maſter of which had Wr 
8 8 his 


4. 

| ] his family to receive her as juſt returned 
from Norfolk. The young Piercy was, at 
the requeſt of Lord Somerſet, ſent to a 
F - houſe of his in Northamptonſhire, and put 
under the care of a natural daughter of the 
late Lord, Ce preſided there as houſe- 
9 


The be ſor-diſnt Miſs Hennington had been 
ſcarcely a weck at the caſtle, when one 
day after dinner, a ſervant preſented her an 
. unſealed billet, the peruſal of which ſeemed 


to give her violent emotion. She turned 
extremely pale; the paper fhook in her 
fingers, and ſhe appeared ſcarcely able to 
ſupport herſelf. Lord Somerſet, who fat 
"befide her, kindly took the hand which 
held the billet, and looking in her face, en- 


. "quired what diſtreſſed her, and by a glance 
wy | demanded 


8 E R E x * SO SN on 1 7 
D demanded if be might read the. Paper 
which had cauſed fo much e 


— 


— 
%* 5 
9 


She gare it to him; and having run his . 
- eye over it, preſſed Serena's hand affecti- J 
onately, and left the room with it in his A 
hand. Be 
On enquiring amongſt his ſervants for the | 
perſon who had brought the billet to Miſs - 
Hennington, Lord Somerſet was informed 
that he was in the library ; and he imme- - 
diately haſtened thither, as faſt as his rheu- 33 
matiſm would permit. CRT IG MEETS © 


Notwithſtanding the habitual - politeneſs 4 
of Lord Somerſet, ſo great was his abhor- 2 2 
rence of the perſon he no- met, that he 


could 8 * bow 1 to him; and as. be 
8 2% could 
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4 SERENA. EEK 
* could not TRE on himſelf to aſk him to 
1 fir, remained ſtanding alſo. - There was 
ſomething of majeſty 1 in the upright figure 
ö B ** his Lordſhip as he ſtood leaning on a 
| Ig cane; bis tall# thin perſon clad in a 
dreſs that was faſhionable ten years before, 
with his deep ruffles, and his grey hair 
oF dreſſed to a nicety ;—with all the ſtiffneſs of 
I an old caurtier in his air, though nothing 
bot it in his manner, as diſplaying the billet 
AY be had received from Serena, he faid—< I 
learn from this paper that I ſce Mr. Dela- 
main, and he probably gueſſes that I am 
the maſter of this houſe,” 


- 1 


\« 1 am glad to be informed of it,” 
| ple Mr. Delamain, Gucafiically. Tg 


* « otherwiſe I ſhould have imagined the 
3 8 8 | ſhade 


SERENA, 5 Wt 2 
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walls of Lord Cheſterfield baunted Ju: ; 


Lordſhip" 8 10 


« Tt muſt hay be to do honour to 1 1 


excellent a diſciple of the fn mulating ſchool, ” 


replied his Lordſhip; te but I Selle both 


the n and Pier 


« It is pretty evident, my Lord,” re- 


turned Delamain, with his cuſtomary ſneer- 


ing politeneſs; your Lordſhip's converſa- 


tion ſeems to me formed i in the lame pithy me 
ſchool of Sir TY Delville” s. 5 


„ 
e # 4 2 * ” 
8 1 888 # 


| 


* 


3 
" > — 4 
C a 5 LOWS 8 
* 7 8 - 1 
7 , REED — * % 
e f - 


cc You pay me a compliment, Mr . Dela 


main ;—I glory 1n my fon, and I think my- | 


ſelf honoured by er him, as I re- 


queſt you will confider me as Hg —Will = 


you not be ſeated, Sir! * 
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f 14 1 $2 RE * 4. 
=! 6] thank you, my Lord. FOG Lordſhip, | 
| having read my note, muſt know that 1 
. | defire to ſee Mrs. Delamain.“ 

De Miſs Hennington, Sir, has ſent her 
guardian to hear what you wiſh to ſay.” 


— 1 know no Miſs Hennington, my 
64 Lord.” . 2 0 


We mean the ſame perſon, Mr. Dela- 
main; but I am too well aware that þſpeak 
= to a gentleman NY, in the law, to adopt 


| 3 your mode of ſtyling Serena Hennington, 
1 once by your artifices diſgraced, by the 
: nam ze of Delamain.” 


I Your Lordſhip, indeed, does ot 
fimulate.” | 
* p 


"SERENA. | 23 16 
ſi mulate! * 00 Mer Delamain, with baughty | FF | 


— 


5 coolneſs. „%% 

« It is not fit I mould, Sir. 1 here, 
ſtand i in the place of x my ſon, and from your N 
ingenious miſrepreſentation of his ſenti- i” 
ments delivered on a former occaſion, FE 
find it neceſſary that I Mould make my- "4 
ſelf Ry intelligible.” | — 


« I wiſh to ſee Serena, my Lord, * cried 
ä the proud and impatient Mr. elamain, 624 
* Sir, you cannot ſee her.—Pleaſe to 


explain yourſelf to me,” ſaid the Peer, 


nl yet ſpiritedly. : - 
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© Fan, 1 e my Lord, ds not 


— 


e to * that lady's guardian?” 
+, I pre. 


Sp 41 pretend to nothing, Mr. Delamain 
—1 2 am the repreſentative of my ſon.“ any 


] - 1 6 1 
3 "BE 


* * Who has had the kindneſs to delegate 
bis authority over Mrs. Delamain to you ?— 

| S Hei is really very obliging * ſaid Mr. Dela- 
* mais. with another of his farca aſtic = We 


"IA 
* 
I ances. 
= . % 
* 
Is W-+ 
= 
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= : £ 1 5 Once for all, Mr. Delamain,” returned. 
Lord Somerſet, with dignity, XA would 
bave you underſtand that I am too old 


E 0 be played upon by the petulance of a 


young man, who yuſt knows enough of the 
. "laws of his country to enable him to juſtify 


Fe the violation of them'in their ſpirit, though 


1 perhaps not their words; and too young 
dame to ſee. innocence become the prey. 
pf. a and Uuplicity. Our ideas of the 

duties 


> | T"% 8 7; _ 
L oP 5 A 


W 


Ts Ades of a guardian appear to me to differ 


| conſiderably, Sir Piercy Delville, when he 1 
undertook the guardianſhip of Miſs Higgs 2 


nington, did it not to controul her incli- 
nations, but to protect her from Mr. Dela- 


main, who, her brotlier always dreaded, meant 
to diſturb her repoſe. He has entruſted 
his precious charge to me, and 1 will guard 
her with a father” s care.“ 
« When a lady marries, my Lands xt  faid © 
Mr. Delamain, » that care 1s geoetaly 
eſteemed. ſuperfluous,” EET. 
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opinion has not much weight with me, 
nor has your will any influench, | But 


ts. 
will aw: have the goodneſs to 1 
bs, I bb 
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SERENA, | ; WE 


F Ty” 


returned Lord MOR coldly, 40 y5ou¹r N bk 
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18 . SERENA. 


= What was your buſineſs with Miſs Hen- 


* * 


nington? * 


£ To know why ſhe choſe to throw her- 
Aelf into the Protection of Sir * Del- 
ville's family.“ 8 


* 


% , 


* can inform you, Sir. It was becauſe 
ſhe e it her only means of being freed 


from the perſecutions of Mr. Delamain.” 


PT 20 1 bad e not even to deſire to 
x e b her,” faid Delamaia, angrily, 


— . And do you conceiye, Sir,” demanded | 
the indignant Peer, that except when 
terrified. by your violence, and perplexed 


7 
g 7 


by your ſpecious arguments, ſhe could be 


I i FP the fool to believe e you? What, but gettivg 
IS; her 
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SERENA. „„ 


her into your power, could you have i in view 
in marrying her, unleſs it Was the diabolical 
deſire of rendering her and Delville miſer- 


able? It was not the advantage of your ſon, 


for he was born out of wedlock, am m 


ever remain illegitimate; it was not your | 


concern for her fame, for you knew your 


on baſeneſs could never cauſe any reflec- 


tion on ber purity to be plain with 
you, Sir, your conduct in the latter part 


| of this affair has been at leaſt as infamous 


as in the commencement. Jou are the 


ſworn foe of my ſon, not only in the field 


animoſi ity into the ſcenes of public nota 


hilated, and therefore 4 ſhould hold. no 


tommunication with you 3 but you muſt 


| allow me to recapitulate to you PET 
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where every private quarcel ſhould be anni- : "= 
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of private honour, but mean to carry v0 9 
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the Lite chanſons; and try whether Thu 


AM i can deny them. 


"6 Dia you not promiſe. my ſon to re- 
0 f:om writing to, or ſeeing Miss Hen- 


*nington till ſhe was of age?—and did you 
er that promiſe?— No, Sir, Delville had 
"SE  ſeancely left the country when you wrote 
to Mis Hennington You drew inferences, 

3 you knew were falſe, from his conduct; 
you miſinterpreted, wilfully miſinterpreted, 
bis words, and perſuaded Miſs Henning- 
don that the män tacitly acceded to your 
259 wiſhes, who, at your laſt meeting , repeatedly 
= declared to vou that he never would give 
5 bis conſent to your even ſeeing his ward 
told you he never would be your friend, 
: and even riſked his life to prove his abhor- 

. rence of your treachery | 


ce You 


Ni 


SBRENA- || yo] 2r 


ae, Vans ſay that Delville has left Eagland 
I do not know that he dan bar at all 
events, 1 am forthcoming and I give 
you fair warning, that 1 you make any bo 
attempt to get Miſs Hennington into your 
hands, by law. or otherwiſe, that to the 
hf ſhilling Jam worth, I will proſecute | 
you tor, under falſe pretences, ſeducing a 
minor into a marriage contrary to the will > 
of her guardian ; z nay, more, Mr. Dele- 5 2 5 Fe 
main, if my ward will give me her per- N 


miſſion, I will try if it is not poſſible to ſet | 


aide this inaufpicious marriage, and that 
too, were 1 certain at this moment that . 


my ſon no longer lived to haye his exiſts 6 


ence imbittered by a hopeleſs paſſion. < Fx 7 1 $2 


| 
„Have you any thing further tg 
2 SL | 2 


= 28 . SER E NA. 2 
| : | F - urge, Mr. Delamain?” added Lord i Somer- 
: bet, riſing, SS, | | 


* . « x: ſhall urge it in a Court of Jodie 
_ Terurned his angry N | 


i 4 


« Of jaw, you mean ?—But as you pleaſe, 
Sir,“ (aid his Lordihip; ; and making a ſtiff 
bow to Mr. Delamain, he left him in os 
ſeſſion of his en, 


Not even in his leert with Delyi le 
bad Mr. Delamain found hunſelf ſo com- 
as he felt at this moment, 


+/The geflcable and impetuous temper of Del- 
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ville laid bim ſo much open to the ſarcaſtic 


2 attacks of his cooler rival, and by hur rying 


him into anger, ſubjected him alſo to humi- 
| | ation, in which Delamain triumphed : but 
- 3 that 


SERENA.” 


that gentleman, in his converſation with ” 


Lord Somerſet, had found bis fatire re- 


torted on himſelf, or treated with contempt, 


his baſeneſs coolly expoſed to his own. © 
ſickening View, and heard himſelf threatened 2 


with a ſhameful proſecution. Yet his fierce K; N * 44 


and enterpriſing ſpirit was not yet ſubdued 
and when he quitted the caſtle, he reſol; 5 8 
immediately to inſtitute a ſuit againſt Lord 


Somerſet for withholding his wife: not 
that he ſuppoſed. ſuch a ſuit could ever be Fo 1 
ſupported ; but well knowing Lord Somer- „ 


ſet's averſion to the law, he meant to put 


him to trouble and expencer and was not ASE 


without hopes that, to avoid the plague? . 
attending the Courts, he would go abroad” 85 1 


with his fair charge, whichs was “ cons. = It | 


ſummation deyoutly to be witked. x 


— 


1 an 
| When Lord Somerſet returned to the 
[inks parlour, he found Serena had gone 
to her own room, accompanied by Miſs 

Delville, but his niece and Miſs Mortimer 


; A "Nil remained; the former evidently for the 


8 7 rpoſe of enquiring what was the matter 
"EM foncerning Serena: for ſhe ſaid, immediately 
on his entrance Pray, my Lord, what 


| have you done with Serena's lover?“ 


. * I know nothing of any lover of Miſs 
* Hennington's, Emily.“ 4 returned his Lord- 
I . gravely. 


\ 


= 8 * « Nay now, my Lond; ” cried the lady, 


7 : that 15 what we uſed to call at ſchool a 
1 5 white lie, for you know my couſin Piercy 
8 her lover. . | 
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. | 
tc And 1. perhaps, another,” ſaid the 
or 1 | | „ 


„Oh no, my Lord, not fo either, ſaid 
Miſs Mortimer; * you know you are my 
ſworn champion.“ 


« J am the ſworn champion of beauty 
and innocence, returned the good man, 
with one of the formal bows of the laſt age. 

1 | hs 
Had I but been beautiful, and Mn = 
you ſooner!” Miſs Mortimer laid with a I 

hgh, and ſhaking her head. = 


Ladd Somertet rallied her a little on her - 
had I but been beautiful!” but ſhe bad 
ſunk into one of her penſive moods, and 
he had too much delicacy to perliſt, - 
vol. III. „ Deleer 


[8 „ A 


| Delicacy, „however, was not Aa 3 very 
9 troubleſome to Mrs. Powis; ; and ſhe prefled 


her uncle ſo cloſely concerning the perſon 


he had gone to ſpeak to, and the meaning 
of Serena's ag tation, that he was obliged 


1 to anſwer at length that it was a perſon 


5 - who reminded. her of the late Lieutenant 
Hennington, and that was what had diſ- 
turbed her in all probability. By this little 
=  equivocation (for it-was certainly no more), 
Serena was freed from the tormenting en- 
FH quiries of Mrs. Powis, who ſeldom ſuffered 
any ſubject to reſt till her curioſity was 


1 either 1 laid aſleep. 
3 Wpen the two lodies retired to the draw- 


15 room, Miſs Mortimer aſked Mrs. Pos 
* 9 Miß Hennington Was. 
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all, Her brother, who I think was an, 
Officer in the Navy, left her 1 in the care a Y 


tuner, all as as ſhe was, 


96d Miſs Mortimer. „„ 


a 


. SER „ - 0 


ag, She i is the daughter of the Honourable, 8 


Mr. Hennington, who yas: killed in the. 
American war, replied the widow.” | 


98 
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« Wag it he he bequeathed her to the: \all 
_care of Lord Somerſet?” again enquired = 


Miſs Mortimer. ee 


\ 


«© Oh no, ſhe is not my- uncle's ward at 


my couſin Piercy Delville.” 
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5 way of having her provided for 5 
marrying this ſame Piercy you pra W 
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cf thoſe young ladies whoſe minds are 
never in undreſs; her's was ſo occafionally : 
but to do her juſtice, Mrs. Powis was the 


only perſon to whom ſhe ever exhibited 


it in that ſtate; probably only to her be- 


cauſe ſhe did not think the fair Emily had 


ſufficient diſcernment to perceive it. 


Perhaps fo,” ſaid Mrs. Powis, in anſwer | 
cb tbe laſt remark of her friend. 


« She ſeems a -firange fort of en. 5 ob- 
erred Mis Mortimer. | 


_- 4 


* Rather reſerved, but very good, I 
aſſure you; and a great favourite both "ues 


Are; and FRY des” 
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« © That i is pretty evident, I think; aud it 
is as evidently her intereſt to be. lo.” 


ce 1 declare, ſaid Mrs, Powis, | «Id 15 
not think her intereſt has any thing to. do 
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« Ah Emily, you are unſuſpicious!”” ; 


& Ah e you are miſtrutfull”/ 


| «Bei fo,” ſaid Mils as G - 


ce hut _ [ loyee De Melewilles 1 ihould 1 


N v 4 * Z : 


"Pug » | 9 4 DEP S | | 7 
« You cannot think e her?“ ex- 
claimed Mrs. POWs, in an becher 3 
tone. | 


2 . 
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Oo He admires her certainly,” returned | 
Mie Mortimer, in the ſame grave manner. 


1 Ile cannot poſſibly avoid admiring 
ber,“ id the widow, who now firſt began 
| 3 to recolle& that ſhe had not made Mifs 
Mortimer her confidante in all things; * but 


I think my couſin Philly is in no danger of 
- loſing her captive.” 


cc Your couſin Philly!“ Miſs Mortimer 
repeated with an arch ſmile, that called a 
deep bluſh into the countenance of Mrs. 
| Pois. | 


- 1 
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1 It had never once entered that lady's 
= itnagination that ſhe had, very early in 
| their acquaintance, betrayed her ſecret to 
„ Mit Mortimer, who, however, had not till 
| NN... - | this 


* 
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this evening, ſeemed to obſerve her par- 
tiality to De Melanville; and now, without g 5 
conſidering how very « evident it was to every _ 
obſerver, the fair widow gave her friend ſo 
much credit for diſcernment, that ſhe 
doubted not ſhe had a rival in Serena not 
ſo perfectly cold to the Count as was Miſs 
Delville. Almoſt from that hour Mrs. 

Powis's behaviour to the unfortunate Serena 

underwent a conſiderable change a circum- 
ſtance that produced a conſequence very 
different from what ſhe could have wiſhed, 


as it certainly lowered her in the oe . 


ol the perſon the moſt wiſhed to pleaſe, | £ 

| : VE) 1 4 2 
At the time EIS Miß W put 

ſo decided a negative upon the ſuit of the 

Count de Melanville, ſhe had given him 


ugh VOOR plain intimations of the Partiality 5 


5 | 0 SERENA. | 5 


of her couſin, that to miner them | 


Was impoſſible ; and it was equally impoſ- 


fible for a man, in ſo diſagreeable a fitua- 
tion, not to think of profiting by ſuch a 
circumſtance as the attachment of a young, 


; = Pretty, and amiable woman, with an in- 


dependent fortune of three thouſand pounds 
Per annum. 


The Count poſſeſſed as much delicacy of 


ſentiment as any man living; yet he cer- 
Fo tainly - deliberated very deeply upon this 
| 8 ſuhject, and had almoſt come to a reſolu · 

tion to offer himſelf to Mrs. Powis's ac- 
\ Ceptance, when the change of her manner 


towards the gentle and unoffending Serena, 


* (which the attention be paid to every word 
and look of the fair widow enabled him to 
3 diſcover before any one but Miss Mortimer 


„ 


1 a 


puma: ag 
ſuſpected it), made him heſitate about 
entruſting his happineſs to a woman "of: 
ſo fickle a diſpoſition, He had, however, 
reaſoned himſelf into a ſufficient ſhare 
of regard for Mrs. Powis, to make him 
aſſiduouſſy endeavour to prevent her caprice 
being obſerved by others; and himſelf 
paid more than uſual attention to Serena, 
as if he would thereby have made up for 
Mrs. Powis's deficiency, which this conduct 
was not very likely to leſſen. 


3 xx AEN 


CHAP. II. 


c When the white billows into mountains grew, 
ir c And forked lightnings ſhot acroſs the ſkies, 
| My deep regrets ſome ſhort ſuſpenſion knew, 
e I. 15 « And tumult gave what idleneſs denies. 


| 2 f in the tranquil, ſilent hour of night, 

« Alone, unheard, I pour the mournful ſtrains 

8. And by the pale moon's melancholy light, 

( Gaze on th' unruffled boſom of the main.“ 
LADY BURRELL. 


*Þ V HILST the family at Somerſet Caſtle 
were thus ſpending their time, Sir Piercy 


3 Beli was proceeding on his voyage to 
Po Sweden, | 


f 


1 CORE 
Sweden, For the firſt ten days he was at 
ſea, the wind being boiſterous and contrary, 
he was too buſily employed in the duty 
| of the ſhip for him to give much time to 
| reflection; but when the gale became tem- 
perate and propitious, he had but too 
much leiſure to be miſerable. He now re- 
collected a thouſand things he had omitted 
to do before he left England, and ſeverely 


| arraigned himſelf for having ſuffered the an- 


guiſh of his own heart to render him un- 
mindful of that he might inflict on thoſe of 


others. 


He now faw clearly all the evils that 
might ariſe from the manner in which he 
had quitted his country without writing to 
Lord Somerſet, as he had promiſed. his ſiſter 


he would do when he had no erpectation - 
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ol ſeeing him. His imagination painted to 
bim the ſuſpenſe and uneaſineſs of Serena 
N undermining her health, whilft ſhe accuſed 
him of the moſt cruel neglect of the little 
boy he had promiſed to recommend to the 

care and protection of his father. Know- 
ing the timidity of her diſpoſition, he had 


not an idea that ſhe would herſelf preſent 


her ſon to Lord Somerſet, from whom ſhe 
would more probably hide him and herſelf 
for ever; and to crown all, the maddening 
© thought obtruded itſelf that he had not 
i I So made a will, and that, ſhould he find a 
= watery grave before he reached Sweden, ſhe 
would. be as entirely deſtitute as ſhe was 
on the death of her brother; and ſhould | 
' the diſdain applying to his father, ſhe muſt 


© either labour, or throw herſelf and infant on 


the bounty of Delamain for ſubſiſtence. 
25 Never 


| 


— 
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Never beſore had Delville ſet ſo high a 
value upon his own life — never before 

dreaded the winds or waves; for never 

before had he committed a fault which he 


felt miſerable left it ſhould not- be i in his 


power to repair. 


Though remarkably fond of the ſea, and 
at other times never ſo happy as when on | 
it, Delville thought the voyage inſupport- 
ably tedious. He could take no reſt; he 
could not endure the company of his bro- 1 
ther Officers, nor always that of his friend, 
the Captain; and if ever there was an hour 


when he felt even an abſence of pain, it 2 


was when his watch obliged him to be on 
deck at night, and, pacing up and down 


in ſilence and ſolitude, he could. indulge, 5 
without interruption or obſervation, in his : 
* e melancholy uf 585 


EI - i SERENA- 


melancholy contemplations 85 and wt un- 
frequently he would take the watch of the 


A > — tO Tu Rs. ons ER UE A A - ar —— —— 
. 
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other Lieutenants, who were by no means 
dQiiſſatisfied to have a perſon who would 
| 8 perform their duty for them without de- 
manding them to take an extra turn to 


make up for it. 


At length the frigate reached the Shund, 
where ſhe was to remain only one day be- 
. fore ſhe proceeded to Stockholm; and here 
Delville (who was determined to return 
to England by the firſt opportunity) left 
© her, and going on ſhore at Elfineur, waited 
there for a ſhip, bound for England or 
Scotland, to fail. ©» 


When Lord Somerſet related to Serena 


the converſation he had had with Mr. 
Delamain, 


4 6 4 x 
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| Delamain, her ſpirits | were extremely agi- 


tated; and incoherently thanking him for 
the intereſt he ſo kindly took in her affairs, 
ſhe declared ſhe would n yy the 
caſtle. 

« ] will free this beloved manſion,” ſhe 
cried, « from the preſence of a wretchr 


whoſe unfortunate deſtiny purſues her even * 
where, and who brings calamity to every 
perſon Who gives her pity. and protection. 
To-morrow, my Lord, J will leave this 


* — . 


place I will abandon * to my fate *. 


« You may abandon 0 Mis Fb 5 
nington,” interrupted the venerable Lord 


' 


Somerſet, in a ſteady and determined man- 


ner, but I never will deſert you. Even 


now, when vou would unkindly fly my 
Proteckon, 


222K. 

* protection, I tell you, that except you ac: 
EEznowledge yourſelf the property of Mr. 
| Delamain, and demand to be given up to 
him, you ſhall not leave my houſe. I feel 
g my ſelf anſwerable to my ſon for your con- 
Ko duct, and I will not forfeit his good opinion 
by permitting you to ruſh on your own 


ruin. | . 


JR” Conſider, my deareſt girl,“ he con- 
8 tinued in an accent of the ſofteſt kind- 
_ neſfs# how entirely the future peace of 
Delville depends upon you! Lou have, it 
is true, placed a barrier between you that 
may, perhaps, never be ſurmounted that 
: certainly never can, if you, by imprudently 
x forlaking my protection, throw yourſelf into 
the power of that vile, inſidious deceiver, 


Delamain But if my ſon and you are for 
3 „ „ 5 ever 
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ever r divided by the ſtep you "wm ſo lately 


taken, ſo well do 1 know his diſpoſition, 
that to you alone J can look for the prefer- 
vation of his intellects, and perhaps his life, 


He muſt behold you ſteady and collected, 
and he can then be made to bluſh for giv- 


ing way to any tranſports of ſorrow or re- 
ſentment towards Mr. Delamain.— Serena, 


not even Philippa is more dear to my 
heart than you are! I bebold in you the 


choſen of my ſon, and as a daughter I ſhall 
ever regard you, though you ſhould remain, 


as now, * with my ne, 


» 


? 
1 


* 


- Sees kd ar-firtk been bs ſur. 

priſed at the apparent diſpleaſure of Lord 
Somerſet ; it reſtored to her mind ſome de- 
gree of the elaſticity it had loft in deep and 
indulged ſorrow, a and fitted it to be more _ 
| _ ply | 
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_ 5 SEREN A. 
deeply affected by bis generous Ine 
towards her. Her tears flowed in ſilence 
during moft of the time he had been ſpeak- 
85 ing; when he had concluded, ſhe raiſed ker 
| : Atreaning 852 to his face, faying—* Com- 
mand me, my Lord, as you would were I 
indeed a daughter of your own! Haraſſed 


by ſorrow as J have been, is it wonderful 


that my mind ſhould be enervated, and 
that I ſhould yield to a deſpair you ſhew 
me is criminal? I owe it to the dear, the 


generous Delville, to exert myſelf where he 


would be a ſufferer from my weakneſs be- 


5 ivg 1ndulged ; but I conjure you, my 
=Y Lord, to ſuffer me to depart from hence, 

and ſeek ſome aſylum from the power of 
Delamain, that ſhall not injure the repoſe 


of my friends. You: know not, Sir,” ſhe 


© continued, with increaſing earneſtneſs, © you 
s Pu 5 ä N * | | : Py 


_ - know 


* 3 
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know not the malignancy of the apa you 
would provoke by openly affording me your 
protection. Even the laws will, I fear, aid 
Mr. Delamain to inſult you with a ſcan- 
dalous charge, and you will too probably be 
publicly accuſed of harbouring a OR 
wife.“ e 
« Tf] am, Serena,” returned Lord Somers 
ſet, calmly, 1 ſhall but little regard the 
imputation. I have been accuſed by my 
friends of making an idol of the ſhade of : 
honour;' but 1 am not ſo devoted to its 
worſhip as not to feel at caſe when my con- 
ſcience tells me I am right, though the | 
world ſhould proclaim me wrong. But, 
my dear. Serena, think not that in caſe Mr.. 
Delamain ſhould obtain a legal. right ta, 
force you from me, I ſhould heſitate 1% 


j 
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carry you out of England. The German 
and Italian States are ſtill open to us, and 
with you, Philippa, and Emily, I could 
form a little paradiſe for mytelf in any quar- 
ter of the globe; yet I own I prefer the 
- tranquillity I may enjoy in my own country; 
and to be immediately aſured whether it is 
likely to be permanent, I ſhall write to my 
lawyer, and deſire him to lay your caſe be- 
; fore ſome of the moſt celebrated civilians, 
and know their opinion of it.“ 


eo tranguillity, my Lord, muſt not 
be diſturbed by me,” ſaid Serena, firmly, 
V ff it be neceſſary, I can leave Eagland 

| alone. One of the friends of my earlieſt 
ignfancy is a profeſſed Sifier in a Monaſtery 
gat Baden, and with her I can take refuge.” 


The 


/ 
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ITbe mention of Baden awakened a recol- 


lection in the mind of Lord Somerſet that ; 


ſuperſeded even the affairs of Serena for a 
time; he remembered that the ſoi-· d fant 
Thereſa- Melipbant Delville, related in her 5 
letter that ſhe had been brought up at 
Baden; and he haſtily demanded of Serena 
if ſhe had ever reſided in that city, and if 
ſhe knew Miſs Meliphant. 


« never was in Germany, my Lor 5 2 
replied Serena, but I have heard much 
of the young lady you mention.“ 

From my ſon?” cried Lord Somerſet, 
interrogatively. © I fear he has been to 


blame i in his affair with her,” IS 


Only, my Lord, fo far as a young man 
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can be — blamable for errors into 


which he was b betrayed by a ſemale”—(Serena 
was about to pronounce the name of Dela- 


main, but checking herſelf, added)—** by 


"the moſt artful of all women, with beauty 
to faſcinate, wit to attract, and a heart dead 
to every principle of honour. Oh, hoy | 


often bas Delville deſcribed to me the an- 


guiſh he ſuffered (when his dream of paſ- 
ſion vaniſhed, and he beheld the woman he 
bad engaged to marry, artful, ſelfiſh, and 


inconſtant), at the thought of the evils ifito 
which he had plunged himſelf, and the diſ- 
grace in which he dreaded his name might 
be involved [2 | 


\ 


Lord Somerſet now proceeded to queſ- 


tion Serena narrowly concerning every thing 


e kr ew of the \unprincipled Thereſa; and 
| | 7 


„„ 
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every circumſlance. ſhe had to relate, ſeemed' 


to give to the good old man a. treſh' ſource 
of happineſs, and exultation 1 in the worth of , 


bis ſon. He a thouſand times thanked... 


Serena for reſtoring to his n. WY its coific. | 


dence in Delville—s* Though, 'f ne added, 


T I deſerve to ſuffer for havi ing ever per- 
mitted my faith in Piercy to be ſhaken by 


| art, or circumſtances, however unfavourable. 


But the precipitation with which he quitted . 
this country, and his total filence ever ſince 


to all his family, hace led me into Error,— 


\ 


I would he were returned! 1 5 hs 
N | | WA: 2 AE ; 
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Lad Somerſet 5 the laſt ſen· 
tence with a ſort of impatient ſadneſs that 


extremely affected Serena; and ſhe ace” 


not bear to tell him that in all probability 


his beloved ſon had already departed, o⁰ he 
: hazardous 


314. 


hazardous ſervice, for Sweden, (a circum- 
ſtance ſhe had learned from Miſs Delville); 5 
0 but his Lordſhip himſelf adverted to it, 
| adding Juſt at preſent J believe his 
. abſence from England rather fortunate than 
- otherwiſe; but I hope Mr. Delamain, find- 
ing himſelf diſappointed in his hopes of 
brow. beating me into compliance with his 
ds, may purſue his propoſed plan of 


1 0 the „ ſervice.” 0 


| Serena joined ' in the wat but ſhe had 
3 been too long the victim of ſorraw to cheriſh 
hope ; and ſhaking her head, ſaid, with a 
mournful ſmile, that ſhe feared Mr. Dela- 
main ſaid more than he ever meant to ee | 
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& But thr ough the heart | 


% Should jealouly its de once diffuſe, 
« *Tis then delightful miſery no more; 

« But agony unmix'd, inceſſant gall, 

F Corroding every thought, and blaſting all 


e Love's 3 ba 


| As Mr. Delamain did not immediately | 
commence his ſuit to recover his wife from — 


? 


the protection of Lord Somerſet, and as 
his child ſeemed entirely forgotten by him, 
Serena would have enj joyed a conſiderable _ | 
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ſhare'of tranquillity, had not the conduct of 


Mrs. Powis been ſuch as to give her, for 


3 the firſt time in her life, an idea of the 


miſeries to which poverty and dependance 


too frequently ſubject the moſt deſerving 


perſons. Vet ſtill there was nothing in it 


of which ſhe could reaſonably complain, 


ſeverely as ſhe felt the humiliation of ſub- 


mitting to the childiſh caprices in which the 


fair widow indulged herſelf. 


Sometimes ſhe would take it into "he 


head, when ſhe, "I and Mi is Mortimer 
Þ happencd to be left to themſelves, (which 
no often occurred, from Lord Somerſet 
taking daily airings with Miis Delville), 
to enter into long whiſpering converſations 
: with the latter lady, when, by frequently 
Ee directing her JI towards Serena, ſhe 


would 


RT ER. 
would plainly give her to underſtand that 


ſhe was the ſubje& of diſcourſe; as well as 


the object of the titter that broke often 5 


. the lips of both ladies. . 


To this ndiculous affectation of laughter 
Serena had a decided averſion * And as ſhe 
feund it particularly pointed at herſelf, ſhe 


generally retired to her own room ſoon after 


it began: but the moment ſhe returned, ſhe 3 


was aſſailed with peeviſh complaints of her 

unkind love for ſolitude, (which Mrs. Powis 
2 | 

meant to expreſs friendly ſolicitude), or by 


| fneering obſervations on her reaſon for re- 


tiring. 


Sometimes Serena was half incling# ' 7: 


believe Mrs. Powis bad imbibed ſome ny 


picion of her ſuppoſed connection with 2 3 


D 2 ©  Dalville; 3. 


7 
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Delville; and ſhe would have thought her 5 
Jealous, bad ſhe ever betrayed the leaſt”. 
| Hwptom of particular partiality to her 


couſin: but it never once entered her ima- 


ginaticn that the polite attention paid to 

herſelf by the Count, was the cauſe of the 
| lady's diſſatisfaction, the expreſſion of which 
the ſtill endeavoured to believe was not 
| meant to be ſo denſe, as from the ir:i- 
table ſtate of her feelings ſhe found it to 
be. | 


For the behaviour of Mifs Mortimer, 
however, ſhe could find no excuſe, nor 
even any palliation. That young lady moſt 


3 certainly encouraged the capricious humours 


bi . 0 Mrs. Powis towards the innocent and 
unfortunate Serena; yet, in the abſence of 
| her friend, the n. as if ſhe pitied her 
RR. | 

„ 
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weak neſs of underſtanding, and narrowneſs 


of ſentiment. 


To Serena,. whom ſhe conſidered as an 
humble companion, Miſs Mortimer did 
not take the trouble of exerting the faſci- 
nating powers of her wit, her elegance, be 
her ſenſibility; and unprejudiced by any of | 
them, ſhe, perhaps, faw her character 1n a 


truer light than even the penetrating mind 2 
of Lord Somerſet enabled him to do. At 


the commencement of her viſit, Miis Mor- 


timer aſſiduouſly courted the affection of 


Mi6 Delville; but Philippa, mild, ſteady, 


and rational, though ſhe could not deny _ 
admiration to her couſin's gueſt, was not 
one. of thoſe young ladies whoſe ſenfi- 
bilities, ripened into full luxuriance by a 
reſidence with boarding-ſchool miſſes, can 5 
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| 

| 1 5 give, on the acquaintance of an hour, che 

title of a boſom friend to a perſon whom 

| E | they only know to be handſome or plauſi- 

ble. Miſs Mortimer, therefore, was diſap. ; 
pointed i in her hope of engaging the con- 

1 fidence of Miſs Delville, . (which for par- 

| ticular reaſons ſhe very much wiſhed to do), 

I and was obliged to be content with poſ- 
ſelling the admiration of all parties, and 


the friendſhip of Mrs. Powis. 


Sir Piercy Delville had been ten days at 
beate, and ſtill there was no proſpect of 
a ſhip failing for any part of the Britiſh 
3 es. when he took the ſudden reſolution 
3 5 writing to his father, and laying open 
5 ö his whole mind on the ſubject of Serena: 
but he had ſcarcely done this wen he re- 


collected that, by the ſame mode in which 
his 
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his letter would be conveyed to England. 
he might reach it himſelf. His ardent 

ſpirit ſoon engaged him 1a the adoption of 
his ſcheme of travel ing overland home- 
wards, though his tenderneſs for Serena 
made him (apprebenfive of ſome accident 
to himſelf) immediately diſpatch the letter - 
he had written to Lord Somerſet. | 


In leaving Elſineur, Delville had reſolved = 
to loſe no time upon his journey; but he 8 : 
ſoon ſound that to the reſiiels ſpirit of F 
unhappineſs, he united in himſelf the indo- 2 1 
lence of hopeleſs deſpondency. He lingered =} 

on his way, (for he trave Hed on horſeback, | : E 
a mode common in the country. through 5 
which he was paſting), and was often. more 5 
fatigued when be had completed a day's : 3 
; ner of three leagues, than he had 3 | : 
e V' when I 


i 


5 
7 
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when carrying expreſſes“, though he had fre- 
quently travelled more than ten times the 
diſtance without reſt, and almoſt without 
refreſhment. But the irritable feelings of 
Delville preyed upon the ſtrength of his 
body, and in the languor that now ſtole 


over his frame, he loſt much of that deciſive 


character of thought and action in which 
his father had ever taken ſo much pride, as 


an attribute of his beloved ſon. 
Amidſt his ſolitary and often painful 


* — It is cuſtomary in the Swediſh ſervice, frequently to 
. PE: ſend Jfratches from the fleet by an Officer of the Navy, who 
* 25 travels night and day till he reaches the Court. The Officer 
. 8 employed carries a badge of his embaſſy on his perſon; and 
mould he not be able to procure poſt- horſes at any of the pro- 
2 per ſtages, or his horſe tire on the way, he 1 is entitled to im- 
8 preſs any horſe he meets with, which 1 1s conſidered as employed 


in the ſervice of the State, 
| | reflections, 


i 
* 
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reflections, it did not eſcape him that his 
now returning to England could not poſ- 3 
ſibly anſwer any purpoſe leis unpleafant 
than torturing the feeling heart of his 3 
-adored Serena, ſince he had made a firm re- 
ſolution, (though pride would not permit 
him to avow it to Mr. Delamain), not 1 
again to ſpeak of love to her till ſhe had 3 
_ attained that age at which 2 Woman is ſup- ' 
poſed to be entirely uncontrouled 1n, the 
article of marriage. This Mr. Delamain 
had promiſed ſhould be the time when the | 
reſtriction he had Jaid on himſelf, not to 
ſee or write to Serena, ſhould terminate; 
and the generous Delville, little i 4 


him by . an ar of of plad- 8 
ing his paſſion, whilſt he felt that to refrain 
D 6 = from | 
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from doing ſo, he mult not behold its 
7 objeR. 


Impreſſed with an idea of the inutility 
as well as the pain of a return to England 
under the preſent ſtate of circumſtances 
and of time, Sir Piercy, inſtead of proceed- 
if ing towards home, turned his ſteps towards 

Berlin; where, having eflabliſhed a corre-, 
ſpondence with the ſame banker who had 
traaſacted his pecuniary matters when he 
3 Had before viſited Germany, he purchaſed 
FF" ſerviceable horſe, and ſet out upon 4 tour, 
| ither c pleaſure or improvement, but in 
your ng: 0 ] | Wearing away leſs heavily the 


3 3 þ abſence from Serena. 


The indolence, once ſo foreign to his 
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exertion of chuſing his route, begin his 


traxels by vifiting the common places AE 


reſort in the German States; but he never 
entered a town; he never viewgd any place 
or buildine .worthy of obſervation, that it 


did not call to mind the companion with 


whom he had laſt ſeen them. In refle&ing 


on his former concen with the fair 
demoniac Thereſa, (for he conſidered her, 


now that her vices were known to him, as $ 
nothing better), there was nothing for which 
Delvile could ſeriouſy condemn himſelf, 
there was nothing he deteſted ſo much te 
remember; for it is pretty generally e 
caſe, that men can, with much greater pa- 4 
tience, bear to be reminded of a fault they 5 . 
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part of it, a Delville, to avoid the 5 


Dp 


have committed, than of a weakneſs | to 8 


which they haye yielded. 
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TDhoſe conſtant remembrances of the 
beautiful but artful Mrs. Fitzpatrick would 
Bl probably have hurried Sir Piercy. from 
0 Germany with the ſame precipitation that 
he left. Denmark, had he not recollected 
that he had never been in Saxony with her; 
- and, indeed, had only paſſed rapidly through 
it in company with two young Engliſh- 
men, who were gallopping over Germany, 
intending afterwards to paſs over Italy with 
the fame celerity, and complete the grand 


> tour within a year. 


3 Dielville made no conſiderable ſtay in any 
3 Y > place till he arrived at the town of D——; 
_ the environs and villages about which being 
- peculiarly beautiful, he reſol ved to remain 
Ze weeks, making daily. excurſions round 


7 
w F * 
. F 
a 2 . 
23 
* 1 * 
* ** 
Rok N 


One 


SERENA, RD 61 
One morning that he had rode out at 


a much earlier hour than uſual, to viſit a 


1 8 
— 


Convent at ſome diſtance from Dias be 


by ſome miſtake loſt his way, and travelled 


ſeveral miles in uafrequented paths, which, 


| ſome hours after noon, led him at length 


into the vicinity of the Convent he was 


going to when he ſet out, Having | 


emerged from the ſhade of woods that had 
for ſome diſtance prevented him from ſee - 


ing more than a few yards before him, Del- 1 4 
ville checked his horſe, and ſtood ſtill, to 3 


. - 


indulge himſelf with gazing at one of the 
mo beautiful ſcenes he had ever beheld. 


At the foot of the 1 on which 8 3 
was placed, a conſiderable brook extended 


_ itſelf into a broad, ſhallow pool, on the 


border of which, and under the ſhade of: a 


S SERENA» 


clump of lime-trees, were a number of Saxon 
girls, ſome employed in waſhing, and others 


in ſpreading ſome pieces of linen to dry. A 
- little beyond them was a village, which, 
though it conſiſted only of ten or twelve 


cottages, united to the exquiſite neatneſs of 


Holland, the pictureſque beauty of fitua- 
tion of many of the villages in the Swiſs 
Cantons. Above if, on a riſing ground, was 


the Convent which Delville had deſigned to 


= viſit, the majeſtic grandeur of whoſe ſtruc- 
ture admirably contraſted the fimplicity of 


5 > the objects i IN the vale. 


* 


There was ſomething in the ſcene par- 


ticularly intereſting to Delville, for it re- 


: minded him of one he had often contem- 
_ Plated on his way to the cottage where 
Serena had been ſecluded; and, deſirous to 
Vs PEST DE dong 
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prolong as much as he could the agreeable | 
ſenſations he now experienced, he took out 

his pencil, and in a blank leaf of his pockets / 
book began to. make a ketch of the pro- 
ſpect before him. 


No place could poſſibly have been worſe 
calculated for taking a view on horſeback, _ 
than the one choſen by Delville; On either 
fide the road was thickly ſhaded by trees, 

and he was only a few feet from the con- 
mencement of a deſcent ſo ſteep and rug- b 
ged, that it required the precaution of an 
Alpine mule to reach the bottom in ſafety. 

At the foot of the hill the road, if it might 6 
be called ſuch, turned abruptly to the right; 5 1 
and exactly fronting was a rude fence of — 
Jooſe piled ſtones, ſurmounted with buſhes, 
that divided it from the bank of the pool. 
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Bir Piercy had not long Deck in this | 

by hazardous ſituation, when the report of a 
| gun cloſe to his horſe's ear ſo much ſtartled 
the animal, that, making a violent plunge, 

= "out gallopped down the hill, and, unable to 
check its ſpeed, when it had reached the 
bottom it attempted to leap the fence, 
and failing, fell amongſt the looſe ſtones, 
Delville had inſtinctively ſeized the man. 
of the horſe (the bridle was beyond his 
H = on its firſt taking fright, and 
8 thus ſaved himſelf from being immedi- 
N thrown, to fall with increaſed vio- 
-lence, (from the weight of the horſe bein 
bes on him), on a ſpot that rendered it wonder. 
ful he was not daſhed to pieces; and which, 
a8 it was, 5, entirely deprived him of all ſenſa- 


tion 


We a 
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When Delville awoke as from the ſleep of 1 


death, he found himſelf ſtretched at length 
on a bed, but where he knew not; nor could 


be recal the ſlighteſt recollection of how 
he came there. After a few minutes ſpent 
in ſilent but vain efforts to connect his 
ideas, he tried to raiſe himſelf in the bed; 
but a violent pain in his breaſt ſeemed | 
to forbid the exertion, and he now diſ- 
covered that his head was bound round 
with banda ages, which che throbbing of his 2 
temples, and the aching ſtiffneſs of his | 
eyelids convinced him were not unneceſſary. 8 
Every limb too appeared bruiſed and ſore, 
but particularly his right arm, which was —þ 
ſo totally uſeleſs that he tancied it broken. 
With ſome dit Hculty, however, he extended — 
bis left hand, drew aſide tbe curtain of | 
his bed, and tried to examine his apart 8 | 
ment. 


T 2 0 
: 8 L * 
p - K . 4 
4 ah . þ k « * 
- : - : 
: q ww _ 2288 BY G : 
* 1 329 \ . 
„ Ee <Þ N ty; N 
1 2 . - 
wo * * % 
„ Se er wn eg 
& 4 2 Y © — 3 by 
E 7 \ * 6, + 


ment. It was a very ſmall one; but his 
eyes were attracted to the molt remote 


part of it, where, converſing in a low voice 


with a perſon in the habit of an eccleſiaſtic, 


he beheld a female form, tall, flight, and 


graceful, attired in black, and ſeeming by 
her geſtures deeply intereſted in the ſubject 


of diſcourſe. 


An idea aroſe to his diſordered fancy 
that this female was Serena. Such had been 


E her dreſs when he had laſt ſeen her; ſo 


> delicate, ſo emaciated had been her fair 


| form; ſoft as theſe that now indiſtinctiy 
ſtruck on his ear, were the accents with 


which ſhe had ſpoken: —he tried to ſpeak, 


but could only feebly pronounce the name 


of Serena; and, from weaknefs, dropping 


the 
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the curtain he was holding back, he could | 


ſee her no longer, | 


The faint ſounds that had ifſued from 5 


the lips of Delville, had been unheard by 
the perſons in his room; but in a few mo- 
ments the eccleſiaſtic ac ivanced to the bed- 
fide, and bezan to prepare for perform 
ing the offices of his holy function. Del- 
ville heeded him not, but caſt an anxious 


look round his chamber; but the female to 


whom his fancy had given the perſon and 


| vice of Serena, had quitted it, and he 
found on attempting it, that he had bar 
voice to quire for her. It was in vain... 
that by every ſiga he could think of, he 


endeavoured to make the old prieſt un- 


derſtand that he withed again to behold 57 
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_ ingly ſtupia, and: Detville, -leavinly bim (o 
perform his ſuperſtitious ceremonies at his 
| leiſure, ſocn ſunk into a ſort of lethargic 


* 


doze. 


He awoke from this yet weaker than he 
had been before ; and as he was laying per- 
fectly ill, with his eyes cloſed, he heard a 


little ruſtling by his bed · ſide, and imme- 


diately— Oh De ville! fo long, fo hope- 
"leffly beloved ! do we meet now only that 


1 may behold thy laſt parting agonies?? 
was pronounced in a tone of the moſt ex- 
quiſite ſenſibility; but the voice was not 
= Serena's, nor did Delville remember ever 


to have heard it before. 


_ He opened his eyes, and beheld. a pair 


ol the moſt lovely azure ones filled with 
1 . Of 
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tears, and gazing ON TON with a tenderneſs, 


that, had ſhe not been the only perſon in | 


the room, would have aſſured him the 


ſpeaker was the intereſting mourner he 


had before ſeen, 


A ſoft bluſh ſtole over ivy pale bes 
finely formed check when convinced, by his 
looking at her, that Delville was ſenſible; 
but inſtantly dropping on her knees, the 


fervency of piety with which ſhe returned ; 
thanks to the Virgin Mary for his reſtora- 7 


tion, proved that her heart was the ſpring 


from whence originated her devotion. 


Delville ſihiled; but when he attempted | 
to utter a few words, the pain in his breaſt | 
became ſo excruciating, that after one effort 
be was obliged to deſiſt; nor for three days 


5 alterwards, 


< 
Ho 
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8 afterwards, and then only with great uneaſi- 
: Þ neſs, was he abie to articulate intelligibly. 
Once, when his fair nurſe (for ſo ſhe proved 
herſelf), preſented him a medicine, he took 
her band, ſaying faintly—“ Who are you! ? 
Ab, tis ſome benevolent angel that is 
_ thus careful of a ſtranger!“ 
| M | CC A woman! a mere woman !” replied 
has gentle attendant, in German, with a 


ſiſmile of infinite ſoftneſs. 

a 25 few minutes afterwards ſhe addrefled 
„ bim by the name of Delville. 
Fou know my name!” he exclaimed, 


with a look that ſeemed to mean a e 


mand of how ſhe - knew it. 


« Oh 


1 SERENA. _ 


_ Oh yes l ſhe anſrored. 


* 


4c You have then ſeen me before this -- 3 
fatal accident ? pry ſaid Delville. Fe” 4:5 


« Often,” ſhe replied, with a deep figh. 


« Yet I cannot remember you,” Del- 


vile gen - 


« No, n0;-4 attracted not your notice 


when laſt we met. 


„Vou ſpeak- the language, yet ſome- 


thing whiſpers me you are not A German,” 
lad 3 pondering. 


. | Something deceives you—l am a a Ger- 


man returned the lady. oe 
© But 
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. But your name?” ſaid Delvythe 


| $a * 
8 „ * . 
. * 


0 It will not ſerve to recal 1 me to your 
| recollection.” 3 Er | 


— 
* 


Ie will at leaſt ſerve to recal you to my 
: = mp ſo loag accuftomed to the watch- 
ſul care of a miniſtering angel, I ſhould 
think myſelf abandoned of Heaven if you 


"It were long ont.” 


\ 


* 


<< will not be unneceſſarily fo.” 


4 5 . "If I ſhould want you,“ -Delville re- 
| turned, 6 how ſhall I call you?-* 


Call me Caroline.” 


= Pay have another name Wm fa a Del- 
ville e. 


8 1 had, » replied the 1 unknown, 
Sghing. | 


Notwithſtanding the curioſity of Delville 
was ftrained to the higheſt pitch, he had 
not ſtrength to aſk any more queſtions ; 
and kiſſing the foft white hand of Caro- 
line, who was now ſeated by his bed, he 
laid his check on it, and ſoon tell into a 
flumber. 
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CHAP. Iv. | 
mnn—_—__— Ae found 


40 She was the ſame, the daughter of his friend. 
—— Who can ſpeak 


e The mingled paſſions that ſurpris'd his heart, 
TT And through his nerves in ſhivering tranſport ran? 


THOMSON, 


WIN Delville again awoke, he found 
the lovely and compaſſionate Caroline ſtill 
5 fitting beſide him. She had not withdrawn 
8 her hand, for fear of diſturbing him, whilſt 
be had ſlept; but ſhe now did fo, gently 
Spquiring how he felt himſelf. 


| In 


as 


* : % 


SERENA  - - 
In truth it was ſcarcely poſſible for Em 
to feel worſe, ſo miſerably had he been 


bruiſed and ſhattered by his accident. His 
right arm had, indeed, been broken, and 


had been ſet during the inſenſibility at- 
tending the ſevere blyw his head had re- 
ceived from falling amongſt. the ſtones > Hoy 
however, told Caroline that he was ſome- 
what better, as the giddineſs he had before 
felt had now ſubſided. 


In a ſhort time a ſurgeon made his 


appearance, who confirmed the hopes: the > 


tender Caroline entertained of Delyille' I re⸗ | 


covery, but defired him to remain per- 


fectly quiet; and enjoined his fair nurſe not bj 


to permit him to ſpeak. 


This was a ſevere injunction to per 
pa: Caroline, 7, 


4 
' 


Tha EY SEREN * 


. To hear the voice of Davite,. 


though only in incoherent ravings of Serena, 


was to her a ſource of indeſcribable plea- 


ſure, and had amply repaid her for the 
- many tedious hours ſhe had ſpent watching 
over him. Now that his ſenſes were re- 
| ſtored, that he ſpoke to her with ſuch”. 
tender and ſoothing ſoftneſs, ſhe was for- 
bidden to liſten to him, and her only con- 
ſolation reſted in continually | ſeeing and 
ſerving him. 


* 


Fe or ten days Caroline continued nb ſilent 


"and aſſte deus care of Sir Piercy, and at the 


end of that time had the ſatisfaction of ſee · 
ing him ſufficiently reſtored to be able to 


i ſit up for ſome hours each day. The con- 
"Th tuſion on his breaſt ſtill rendered talking 


extremely painful to him, and he yet 
2 © ſcarcely 


75) | SEREN As x5 el 77 5 3 
1 a 1 ever ſpoke. but. to back his wind © 3 
| attendant for her goodneſs, - His mind was, 1 

however, conſtantly employed. in  endeas © 
vouring to recollect where he had before ſeen | 


Caroline, and to account for the touching 


exclamation he had heard her make on the | 
| day he recovered his ſenſes. In its purport 
he could not be miſtaken; and though 


he felt the ſubject was too delicate-a one 


to be lightly mentioned, it gave to his 
bebaviour to Caroline an unſpeakable ten · 1 
derneſs, which ſoothed her feelings with⸗ 3 2 
out oppreſſing her with the idea of ber at⸗ 2 
tachment being diſcovered by. its object; "OY 
| who, from his frequent mention of the 
name of Serena during bis delirium, ils - - 


was convinced muſt be totally indifferent 
to her. | + ao 
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Her curioſity was as ſtrongly intereſted 


Concerning Serena as Delville's was concern- 


ing herſelf; but her's ſeemed deſtined to 


remain unſatisfied, whilft a trifling circum- 
ſtance ſerved to procure the gratification of 


his. 


One day, about three weeks after his 
accident, as Caroline Was bending over 


bim, faſtening a ſcarf that was to ſup- 
: port his broken arm, Delville ſuddenly 
be impreſſed a a kiſs upon her cheek. Though 
the impulſe that prompted this little 
SS action was a haſty one, it was neverthe- 
| leſs one of the pureſt nature the off- 
+ fpring of gratitude, only enlivened by hav- 


ing for its object a lovely woman, ſtill in 


the bloom of youth, though her features 
wore an expreſſion of thoughtful ſadneſs, 


3 3 
* 5 8 . 
4 
* . 


that ſeemed to proclaim her acquainted, at 
1 leaſt, with the ſorrows and misfortunes of 
life. The dreſs of a Nun of the order 
of Mercy which ſhe wore, while it could 
not conceal the graces .of her figure, gave 
ſomething fo intereiting to her appearance, 
that it was impoſſible not to feel or her 
both love and reverence. 


Tn the kiſs of Delville Cardin knew 
there could not be that ſpecies of love ſhe 
could ever have wiſhed to 1nſpire and ſhe 
thought there was fo little of the reſpect 
ſhe felt ſhe deſerved, that her face was 
crimſoned over, and dropping the ſcarf 
from her hand, ſhe ſaid, with emotion, in 
Engliſn You : are very cruel, Mr. Del- 
ville!“ a — 


« - 2+ 


1 
No 


E 4 „ 
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This was the firſt word Gude bad 


pronounced in his native language, and 
her accent rendered the tones of her voice 
familiar. 


ce Good | Heaven, Miſs Marley!“ he 
exclaimed; for in his gentle companion he 
immediately recognized the daughter of his 


friend, the Engliſh merchant, at Baden. 


The anger of Caroline was now loſt in 


_ confuſion, as ſhe doubted not Delville 


would remember the various occurrences at 
Baden, which ſhe feared muſt have betrayed 


her partiality; the next moment tears ſprung 
to her eyes, and retreating from him to 


the window, ſhe ſat e and leaned her 


head againſt a table near it, to conceal her 
emotion. 


Delville 


Delville with difficulty aroſe, and folow- 


; ing her, took her hand, ſaying, tenderly— 
« Deareſt Miſs Marley, compoſe this agi- 


tation; and believe me, not the {lighteſt 


idea of diſreſpect to you ever entered my 
mind,» even when I was ignorant that in 


you 1 beheld the daughter _of my much : 


eſteemed friend. 85 


Perceiving that Caroline's tears ſtill con- 


tinued to flow, and that ſhe endeavoured 


* 


to withdraw her hand, he 1 


© 


« Tell me, my lovely friend, that you 


forgive the folly which has fo offended your | 
delicacy; and think not that I am ſo mean 
a villain as to take advantage of your being... I 


unprotected at preſent by Mr. Marley. 


No, Caroline; it is not for him WR. ne "IN 


ks his i 


— 


: 4 
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iS Had not obſerved that the ſcarf that ſhould 


have 


| his preſent exiſtence to your generous hu- 


manity, if he has a particle of honour re- 


maining in his breaſt, to abuſe the gentle- 


— nefs of your nature. 


Caroline would preferably have doubted 
the honour of her deareſt relative, than 
Delville's; but had ſhe even been inclined 
ſtill to reſent, the alarm ſhe felt on raiſing 
her eyes, to ſee him almoft ſinking with 


pain and weakneſs, would not have per- 


mitted” her. She ſtarted on her feet, and 


aiding Delville again to reach the ſeat he 


had left, ſhe found all the ill N 
of her precipitate conduct. | 


In rifing to follow her to the window, 


Delville, regardleſs of his own misfortunes, 


— 


have ſupported his arm, lay on the floor at 


SBB. 


his feet; and from the intolerable pain that | & 


he felt in bis fractured limb, Sir Piercy 


had little doubt that the bones were again 


diſunited, while his having ſpoke ſo much, 
and with ſuch earneſtneſs, had brought on 
a fit of coughing, which threatened the 
worſt conſequences from the contuſion in 
his breaſt. ER 


/ 


It was ſome days before Delville was 
again able to ſpeak to his fair nurſe above 
two or three words; but as ſoon as he re- 


gained ſufficient ſtrength, he eagerly de- 


manded of Caroline the reaſon of her being 
in her preſent fituation... 


* 


Hard was the taſk his wiſhes impoſed on — 
ber, as to relate the whole of her oy 3 F 


2 3 
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Was ade and to ſuppreſs a part, 
Without giving riſe to a ſuſpicion of her 
doing ſo, was, ſhe found, extremely diffi- 


It bas already been ſaid that the young 
and lovely daughter of Mr. Marley had, 
very early in her acquaintance with Mr. 
Delville, yielded to the tender ſuſceptibility 
of her heart, and formed an attachment to 
him, which ſhe had innocently confided to 
the treacherous boſom of Mrs. Fitzpatrick, 
who immediately formed the deſign ſhe 


ö | | _  afterwardsſo ſucceſsfully executed, of depriv- 


| ing her friend of him whoſe heart it was the 
_ Hrſt wiſh of her sto inſpire with a fond- 


* neſs as pure and as ardent as her on. 


85 \Therch, Ae" to the very laſt, had 
} 45 KEY 2 I ; ſoothed | 
' 3 | 
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foothed her a friend with 5 


accounts of Delville's partiality ; and when 


the ſaw herſelf betrayed by the * | 
| creature ſhe had truſted, and the man ſhe . 


loved entirely loſt to her, a melancholy 


ſeized on ber, which in a few weeks unſet- 


tled her intellects. 


Mr. Marley, diſtracted at the ſit uation in 
which he beheld his darling daughter, ſuf- 


fered ſeverely i in his health; but that did 


not prevent him from carrying her over 


moll part of Germany, F rance, and Italy 


for change of air and ſcene, and at length 


had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing her reaſon re= - 


ſtored, and her conſtitution, which had been 


much injured, nearly returned to its former 


ſtrength. But in recovering her intellects, 5 


Caroline alſo recollected the caule of their 


Cerange ment, | 


AENA. 
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gement, and formed a determination 


to retire to a Convent. This Mr. Marley 
| ſtrongly combatted ; and, ere the worthy old 
man ſunk into the grave ſorrow had opened 


for him, he prevailed on her to give him a 
moſt ſolemn promife never to take the 


monaſtic vows. 


Though Caroline was thus reſtricted from 


decoming a Nun, ſhe aſſumed the habit and 


occupations of one; and as the Siſterhood 


of Mercy, by their attendance on the ſick, 
offered to her view the moſt eligible mode 
of ſpending the large fortune left her by her 
| Gather, that ſhe 9 


She bad for ſome time reſided in the 
Society of Urſulines, whoſe Convent Del- 
ville was going to when he met with his 
accident 3 


| SERENA. | 
accident; and had that morning gone dom 
to the village to viſit a woman in the laſt 
ſtage of a conſumption, who was both her 
patient and penſioner; and a few moments 
after Sir Piercy's fall, was ſummoned by 
the peaſants to his — 

Words cannot deſcribe the feelings of 
the tender Caroline when, in the bruiſed 
and bleeding object to whoſe pain ſhe was 
called to miniſter relief, ſhe recognized the 
man whom for years ſhe had loved witnk 
ſilent, unabating fervour; whoſe loſs had 
ſirſt reduced her to madneſs, and then driven - 
her from the ſociety ſhe was formed. to 4 


— 


oOrnament. 


— 


In the caſe of almoſt any other human 
being, Caroline would have truſted to her 
own. 
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1 own {kill in medicine (for ſhe was not at 
firſt aware of the broken bone) for his re- 
ſtoration to health. Not that Caroline was | 
of that hard, unfeeling diſpoſition, leſs to 
commiſerate the misfortunes of the pooreſt 
beggar, than the only ſon of Lord Somer- 

ſet; but ſhe felt a throbbing emotion at 
3 her heart, which convinced her that her hand 
could never ſteadily apply a remedy to the 
wounds of Delville, and ſhe immediately 


' ſent a peaſant to the neareſt toun for a 


ſurgeon. 


Till he arrived, ſhe never for an inſtant 
| oſt fight of Delville, who remained in a 
ſtate little removed from total inſenfibility; 
and when the ſurgeon declared his life de- 
X pended on the care that was taken of him, 
he took up her abode in the (cottage, 
| whither 


424 © 1 


„ Enie 89 
whither he had been carried, an: never left 25 
n till his ſenſes were reſtored. : 

It was not till ſeveral converſations on 
the ſubject had taken place between Caro- | 
line and Delville, that the latter was made 
acquainted with thoſe particulars of the laſt 


fix years of the life of his fair nurſe; and 


then it was only by repeatedly queſtioning 
her that he diſcovered how ſeverely ſhe 
had — from her fatal decke to. 


Dim. | 


Caroline would have died ſooner than 
have intentionally betrayed the ſecret of 5 
her heart; but her nature was ſo artleſs, 
her manner ſo ingenuous, that, without 
deſigning it, her whole ſoul was laid open 
to him who reighed | in its affections. He 
| was, = 
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„ however, too delicate to give the 
denen hint of her partiality being known 
to him; at the ſame time it gave a 
ſoftneſs to His behaviour towards her that 
was ill calculated to remove the impreſſion 
her heart had received. 


It was near a month after the commence- - 
ment of his ſejour in the Saxon village, that 


Sir Piercy firfl thought of writing to his 


family, to inform them where he was, and 


alſo to intimate his intention of remaining 


ſome time longer in Germany. At the 


"Ap time he wrote, his wounds and bruiſes were 
n : almoſt cured, and there appeared every 
probability of his being in a few days in a 
tuation to travel: but previous to his 


LE 


commencing his journey, he rode out to 


the air, which convinced him he could 
not 


SERENA — =» 9 
not yet proceed with ſafety, as the ſlighteſt | 
exertion brought on a ſpitting of blood, 


which ſeriouſly alarmed the ſurgeon who — 


attended him, and almoſt diſtracted the 
DA Caroline. 


During the convaleſcence of Delville, this 
lovely and unfortunate gul had been endea- 
vouring to reconcile her mind to the cruel 
idea of parting from him; and it is diffi- 
cult to ſay whether the preſent retardment 
' of his Journey gave her moſt pain from the 
conſideration of its cauſe, or pleaſure from 
the certainty that ſhe ſhould till be per- 
mitted to ſee him daily, to contribute to 
his eaſe, and receive the ſweet tribute of 
bis gratitude for her attentions. 


--S 
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* CHAP, V. 


ER the letter Sir Piercy had written 
to his father from Elſineur, arrived at the 
eaſtle, the family remained in much the 
ame fituation it had done for ſeveral weeks 
before. So gently progreſſive had been 


5 proceedings there, that no change appeared 
to have taken place, though time was in- 
N on hs events of cans 


Mr, Delamain had commenced Ws opera- 


| tions i teins Lord Somerſet, who had taken 
the 


| SERENA. 8 93 | 
the advice of the moſt eminent lawyers can · I 
cerning Serena's affairs; but could effect 
nothing, as ſhe perſiſted in oppoſing any 
meaſures being taken to diſſolve the fatal 
engagement into which ſhe had entered. 


But for the entreaties and perſuaſions of her 


venerable protector, Serena, reckleſs of life 


and peace, would patiently have yielded 
herſelf up to the man whoſe property ſhe +. 
conſidered herſelf. 250] 


— 


1 Why, my Lord,” would' ſhe 7 to 5 2 


him, „ ſhould I involve you in diffcultied 7 


by perſevering in a ſeparation from Mr. 


Delamain? It is true that happineſs, or — 


even tranquillity, can never be mine in an 
union with him; but the former I can | 


never hope, in any ſituation, to attain: and — 


Why ſhould 1, to preſerve the latter during 
i 5 1 


— 
>» 


94 | 8 SERENA. 

the ſhort period I have to live, diſlodge it 

from the boſoms of my friends? Sorrow and 

I have long been companions, and only death | 
can part us! That the period which will 
do oo, is faſt arriving, is my only ſolace.“ 


That Serena ſpoke truly when ſhe ut- 
| tered this mournful prophecy, was but too 
evident to the generous old man, who ex- 

Fetienced for her a fondneſs even greater 
+ EY | for his own daughter. Philippa, in- 
8 £ | ec K & poſſeſſed a large portion of his affec- 
3 or but there was a ſentiment of Pity 
| mingled with his tenderneſs. for Serena, 
4 which gave it ſuperior force and energy. 


5 
14 


0 By almoſt im 8 5 heart 
1 7 the amiable Count de Melanville had 
been withdrawa from its hopeleſs attach · 


7 | ment 
4 F 2 - 
- + Fu 5 
: 
- 
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ment to Miſs Delville; but it was only to 


be fixed with greater promiſe of p 


nancy on her couſin, whom, with all her 


caprices, all her errors, he could not refrain 


from loving. He ſaw that ſhe had no faults Ry 
but thoſe which aroſe from a wrong mode 


of education, and a diſpoſition too warm 


and haſty in its attachments, and too n 3 


in its reſentments. 


Nothing now could poſlibly have im- 
peded the bappineſs of Mrs. Powis, but a 
perverſeneſs ſne aſſumed through the arts 
of Miſs Mortimer, who, for ſome reaſon 
ſhe did not declare, endeavoured to pre- 
judice ber unſuſpicious friend againſt Serena; | 
by continually repreſenting to her that that 
young lady was endeavouring to enſnare the v4 


affeions of the Count. 
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3 In the meantime the Chevalier Bayar : 
oY Jud inſenſibly renewed his attentions to 

Mit Delville, who no longer received them 
; with coldneſs or diſapprobation; and, con- 
fiding in the perfect conſciouſneſs of his 
doun upright deſigns, and the generoſity of 

Lord Somerſet, he heſitated not to entreat 
from his Lordſhip * hand of his lovely 
daughter. * 


Ys "Ph 550 Peer had ſeen too much of their 
mutual attachment to throw the leaſt damp 
3 . on the hopes of the Chevalier z at the 
fame time he informed him that he could 
not diſpenſe with paying the compliment to 

his ſon, of conſulting him on the en 
of his fiſter, ) * CCC 4CED I Op, par of 1 
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8 Sir þ Ne was accotdingly written to, 
a — = 


and preflingly: enteiated both by. Lord | 
Somerſet and Philippa, to--come over im- 


mediately. 43 
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Tbis Bae WER was directed to his: i 
banker at Berlin; from whoſe houſe Delville 3 5 
had written when there, was ſent after hin 
to the village where he was confined; and „ 
was in anſwer to it, that he wrote the letter 
before mentioned, in which, after flightly 
mentioning his accident, he thus expreſſed _ 

bienſelf E:: RR 


—— 


„Nothing could be more highly flatter- 
ing to me than your conſulting me on 
my ſiſter's affairs, did it not ſeem to inti- = 
mate a doubt of my giving: the full W "2 
of all my influence with Phil pf a, to . 
vol. ih, - BS | 


. 5 7 
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the wiſhes of Bayar. 1 have a known 
the worth of the Chevalier; ; long have 1 
been honoured by his friendſhip, and for 
ever ſhall I preſerve that regard for him - 
which prompts me to wiſh my ſiſter to be 
more amiable, more lovely, and even richer 
than 1 know it will be your pride to make 
4 her, for a man whom poverty never. could 
ö humiliate, and whom wealth cannot render 
arrogant.” 


I muſt, however, conjure you to ex- 


Ccdulſe my abſence from the caſtle on the occa- 
1 ſien of Philippa“ 8 marriage; ; the fatal intel- 


+: f ligence your letter conveyed to me, of the 


total loſs of Serena s regards, has rendered 
me unfit to enjoy ſuch a meeting as that 
you propoſe. If ſhe had the love for me 
1 1 ſhe had, ſhe would alſo have had 5 

ſufficient 


25 


ſufficient courage to withſtand the Atte 

of the treacherous miſcreant to whom ſhe _ 

has united herſelf, My attachment to her 5 

was the charm that ſweetened my exiſtence | 

whilſt I thought ſhe returned it ; now that 

ſhe has proved the reverſe, I muſt endea- 

vour to regain my indifference, ſince a ſon 

of your's can never cheriſh a paſſion for a. 

married woman! — When TI accepted the ; : 

truſt her noble brother aſſigned me, I de⸗ - 
ſigned moſt religiouſly to perform all that 

was required of a guardian ; but the claim 

of a huſband ſuperſedes mine, and 1 bave 

— to regulate ber Pecuniacy concerns. N 5 4 


« The ſmall eſtate beiden me by n my, 
aunt Sampſon, I alw ays deſigned for Serena; 2 
and it is my requeſt that you will take 5 
ſuch meaſures as may be proper to ſecure to 
F 2 
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ber ſole and ſeparate uſe the income; which, 


though now only four hundred pounds per 
annum, will, in a few years, increaſe con- 


: dderabiy in value, 


_ 


For myſelf, I ſhall till continue to 


wander about Germany for ſome time; 


and it is not improbable that I may, when 


T return, be accompanied by the daughter 


of a dear and reſpectable friend lately de- 


ceaſed, who may claim that paternal regard 
vou will not deny to her youth, her mis- 


fortunes, and her virtues.” : 

As the aſſignment of the Sampſon eſtate 

to Serena muſt be made known to her, 

Lord Somerſet, though ſome what averſe, 
. preſented this letter to her for her peruſal. 

1 353 
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At firſt the fight of Delville's wie 2 
gave her an emotion of pleaſure for whick 
ſhe could ſcarcely account, which was ſoon 
converted into agony by reading his ex- 
preſſions concerning herſelf. | 


« Cruel, cruel Delville!“ ſhe exclaimed, 
whilſt her tears almoſt blinded her, and 
half choked her utterance, © cruel Del- 
ville, thus to aggravate ſufferings already 
intolerable = to add «your reproaches to 
thoſe I daily make myſelf, for an act for 
which T alone am to feel the puniſhment! 
Your indifference to my deſtiny has al- 
ready begun, ſince your affe@tions are 6 
. transferred l 


Ta i Delville would have ex- 
cited the moſt lively gratitude in the mihd = 
UTIL.” er 


S—_ 
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2. = EIN for the hint of his having 


made a ſecond choice; but now it ſeemed 
like mockery to provide for the ſupport of 
an exiftence which he had contributed to 
[dee a burthen to her. 


But Serena, tender, amiable, and juſt, 
could not, when the firſt emotions occa- 
ſioned by his lettes had ſubſided, fo cruelly 
1 wrong Delville as even mentally to accuſe. 
bim of having deſerted her, when her own 

precipitancy had placed an inſurmountable 

barrier betwixt them; ſtill , notwithſtanding, 

the loſs of Delville' s affection, and her own 

hopeleſs unhappineſs preyed on her mind, 

and her frame (of late violently ſhaken by 
dhe ſlighteſt agitations) ſo rapidly ſunk -. 
under it, that the phyfician who attended 


. recommended her to try the air af 
3 


1 
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Portugal, but defi red that a conſultation | 


of phyſicians ſhould firſt be held, concern- 5 
ing the expediency of the meaſute. | 


Lord Somerſet immediately reſolved on 


a journey to London, accompanied. by the 


fair invalid, Miſs Mortimer (who was now | 
become almoſt one of the family), Mrs. 
Powis, and Mis Delville. All matters had 
been arranged for Philippa s marriage tak - fl 
ing place in a fortnight ; and though it was _ 
now put off, from her unwillingneſs to have | 
her nuptials celebrated when the friend of 
her heart was manifeſtly haſtening to the 
tomb, the Chevalier could not with any 
propriety be excluded from the party to 
town. Nor, indeed, did Miſs Delville by _ 
any means wiſh to be ſeparated from ber 

lover; his tenderneſs never failed to ſooth ; 


ra SERENA. | 
the anxiety that often almoſt diſtracted her; 

ſhe felt for the fate of her beloved Serena, 
| and the gentleneſs of his manners, and the 
kindneſs of his heatt, rendered him a com- 
panion infinitely more pleaſing to the lovely 
inralid. than any o other dan, n Miſs 
| Delville. | 


— 


As the hectic eomplaints of Serena gained 
.grourfll, her ſpirits became more tranquil 
khan they had long been; and the atten- 
tions of her friends, together with the intereſt 
they all fo warmly felt in her recovery, gave 
2 placid ſweetneſs to her behaviour that 
: more ſtrongly attached them to her. Even 
Mrs. Powis, touched at beholding the patient 
| ſweetneſs with which ſhe ſupported her 11l- 
= neſs, forgot all her former prejudice againſt 


| her; at -the ſame time ſhe endeavoured 
: „ 5 Ih 
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to atone. for it by the moſt ſedulous atten- 
tion to ber during their j journey, though this 

journey divided her from De Melanville, 


The ſeparation was not, 13 of long 5 
duration, as the party had ſcarcely arrived | 
in town, when he reached the hotel at which 
they had taken- apartments, alledging that 
he had now nothing to induce his ſtay in 
Yorkſhire, and much to urge bim to viſit 
London. 1 


The appeal that his countenance made 
to Mrs. Powis as be ſaid this, was perfectly = 
underſtood; and in a very few days, with | 
much generoſity on one ide, and delicacy. | 
on the other, their plans were fo arranged ä 


that only the ſanction of Lord Somerſst, 2 


2 85 os 8 f 


. 


u 
| (which, was joyfully given), remained to be 
acquired previous to their marriage, 


Mrs. Powis was precipitate in every thing, 

and refted not till ſhe had given De Melan- 
ville a legal title to that fortune, the ſole 
value of which was, in her eyes, raiſing him 
to merited affluence. 


: Immediately on her nuptials Mrs. Powis 
overt from the houſe Lord Somerſet 
bad taken for the term of his ſtay in 
33 to one of her own, to which ſhe in- 
vited Miss Mortimer to accompany her; 
but that young lady rather preferring tlie 


| ſociety of Miſs Delville, « tlie dear, amiable 


Serena, and her charming old lover,” Lord 


Somerſet. it was decided that the ſhould 


accompany them abroad, whither the Faculty 
Were 
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were unanimous in deſiring Serena might f 
be conveyed. 

On the very day previous to their com- 
mencing their travels, Miſs Delville hav- 
ing walked out with Bayar, to take leave of = 
her couſin Emily, and Lord Somerſet being 
engaged in ſettling a correſpondence with 
his banker, Serena was left alone; but had 
not long been ſo when a ſervant announced” 
a viſiter, and Mr. Delamain entered the 


room. 


Surpriſe, and a terror unaccountable to her- 
ſelf, made Serena utter a faint cry, and gaſp- 2 
ing for breath, lean againſt the arm of the 
ſofa on which ſhe was fitting. Her alarm, 
and evident illneſs, callous as was the heart 
of Delamain, could not fail of exciting ſome 
„ 6 9 pity 12 
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_ - pity: for the baples object, whom 42580 ok 
being ſubjected to his power had nearly re- 
duced to inſenſibility. He fat down by 
her, and taking her hand, which ſhe dared 
not withdraw, though the trembled at his 
touch How is this, Serena? 2 ſaid he. | 
0 Are you really unwell, or is it your ab- 
— of me that cauſes this ſinking of 
yew: frame? 
IS A = HO tremulous ſigh was the only | 


anfiver he received, Serena turning away 


2 


ber face to conceal the ſtruggles of her heart 
againſt her ſenſe of propriety, which told 
her that Delamain was ber huſband. 


4 Tell me, Madam,“ he reſumed, find- 
: ing the — not 2 9 6 What am I to infer 
TEA 4 35, 7 4A 8 2 0 - 922 from 


| SERENA. - ; 109 | | 
from the preparations I find are making fo for 27 
your removal from hence ED 
It was with the utmoſt difficulty chat 
Serena aſſumed courage to — Jam 


Soing abroad.” EL N 
By whom accompaniedꝰ © 


« By Lord Somerſet and his family,” 
retutned * with ſome little firmneſs n 


153 


= „Without conſulting me, Madam l re- 
ſumed Mr. Delamain, haughtily; adding 
« Your matrimonial duties do not ſeem 


to interfere much with "mw decifions?** : 


z » — 


45 © Have they any right to & fo, Sir . 
enquired 


oe 
© 
WY 
y 
* 
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enquired Serena, with an effort to aſſume 
the appearance of fortitude the did not 
poſſeſs. Was it not the expreſs condi- 
: J tion of a marriage I ſhall never ceaſe to 
regret, that I ſhould be unmoleſted by your 


preſence ?”? 


At lovers perjuries Jove laughs!” re- 
turned Mr. Delamain, ſmiling maliciouſſy. 
But give me leave to remind you that 
engagements, mutually entered into, muſt, to 
be binding, be mutually adhered to; and 
that you have not adhered to your's, is 
proved by my finding you in the apart- 

] ments of Lord Somerſet.” 5 
6 In that, Mr. Delamain, I have violated 

no > engagement but one 1 entered into 

- $44; EK root — mts p32 with 5 
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with myſelf, to give up all connection with . 
a family you deteſted. To you I made no 5 

promiſes. Fool that 1 was to confide in | 
thoſe uttered by a man who had profaned . 

every thing ſacred, in the treachery by which | 
12 Was eee | | as 
de 8 of Serena were wound up to 
a pitch of agony as ſhe pronounced this re- 
proach. All her paſt ſorrows, her preſent 
miſery, the hapleſs deſtiny of her child, and, 1 
above all, Delville, crowded to her imagi- I 
nation, and in bitterneſs of ſpirit ſhe could 
have curſed the ſpecious cauſe of all her 

misfortunes. 1 


a. 


Deen wes: a -maiter: of i 


ture; he ſaw that the indignation that ſwell- 
ed; in her breaſt muſt be allowed to vent 
* « 


* : - 
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beet in i, and when. weatied by 
24 . ſhe might eaſily be led, through 
fear, « or an idea of being right in ſubmit- 
ting, to every meaſure he thought proper 
for her to adopt; one of the principal of 
which: was, to conceal herſelf with him 
from the knowledge of Lord Somerſet. To 
effect this, he hymbled his ſpirit (more 
proud and irritable than ever it had before 
been) to reaſon with Serena, and endea- 
” _vour to convince her that ſhe had no right 
tio ſeparate herſelf from him. 


To what  purpoſe;” ſaid he, © was 
the prieſt permitted to unite our hands, if 
we are to live always divided? Is it pol- 
ible that the generous, the upright: Serena 
ſwould conſent to the celebration of a ſacred = 


o 2 eee With a e of. any mocking 
Heaven 
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Heaven and me, by taking vo ſhe never | 

meant to keep, and offering me the name 
of rights whoſe reality ſhe meant to with 
hold ?“ Yonge ee; nf e 


— 
>. -» 
, 
x 


Oh Mr. Delamain!“ cried Serena, “ is 
this language for you to hold? you, whoſe 
profanation of a ſacred ceremony betrayed, 
by a mockery of Heaven, a helpleſs woman 
to everlaſting miſery on earth, and an un- 
ſuſpecting friend to an untimely grave! ? 


Mr. Delamain expected revilings, but 
— his own words would be fo touch- 
ingly applied to the purpoſe of his con- 
dem nation, and for ſome moments he felt 
irreſalute, and almoſt abaſhed; but love, 


revenge, * 992 the great ſprings of 
| all 


— 


© SERENA, 
all his ens, conſpired to renovate his 
rol reſolution. 


"OY had ever been, ſince his firſt 
knowledge of her, the object of his moſt 
| + fervent adoration; ſhe had fondly loved 
bim when ſhe thought him honourable, 

and had confeſſed that there was a time 

when ſhe could have pardoned his injuries 

a declaration he thought proper to take 

in 'a ſenſe very different from the proper 
one, and attribute to her ſubſequent paſ- 
ſion for Delville. Sir Piercy had ſupplanted 
bim in her affections; from both him and 
Lord Somerſet he had encountered the 
| keenneſs of reproof, and the ſtings of con- 
tempt. They had reprobated his villany, 
een his victim, — deſpiſed himſelf 4 


ny 
* 
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Theſe were offences to ſtir up all the evil 0 
vid under the controul of pride and 


revenge, in the mind of Mr. Delamain. 


Their action gave a violence to his con- 
duct in the remainder of the interview _ 
with Serena, that completely vanquiſhed | 
the ſpirits ſhe had been endeavouring to 
collect to oppoſe him; and pale, trembling, 
ſickneſs, grief, and terror, combining to 
ſhatter her delicate frame and enervated _ 
mind, ſhe deſired him to do as he pleaſed : 
with her: and patiently reſigning herſelf N 
him, he was leading her down ſtairs wa} 
carriage he had in waiting, when Lord 
Somerſet, leaning on the arm of Bayar (like 


Ing his ſteps, when the venerable Peer, in- 
tercepting his | paſſage, demanded with a 
| reſolute | 


his evil genius), met him. He graſped 3 
Serena's hand more firmly, and was quicken- 


at 
: 


— 


C | SERENA. ; 
[zeſolute air and tone of voice, by What : 
[authority he was conveying that lady frem 
ber N? 


vel hs an is my Lord No | replied 
Mr. Delamain, with his uſual effrontery, 
* of which you and I entertain ideas fo 
diametrically oppoſite, that the queſtion of 
"its exiſlence would take up more time in 
diſcufling, than I can at . _ 
— 

At. was 5 —— to irritate 
1 the temper of Lord So: nerlet beyond all 
3 Deer ol refiſting the impulſes ef its 
he ſeized Mr. Delamain by the 
collar, and / notwithſtanding his age and i in- 
-firmities, would have hurled him from the 


38 Fairs into the Arect, had not the fall of 
| : 3 25 2275 | 7 | | * 
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ani, who ſunk without motion into the 
arms of the Chevalier, called his entire at- 
tention to her. The ſight of Lord Somer- 
ſet, at the moment when ſhe was about to 
abandon the protection his generous and 
more than paternal kindneſs had afforded 
her, was too much for her; and laying her 
hand on his arm, as if to ſtop his * 
her, ſhe fainted. e e 0 
| Notwithſtanding her infenſibility, Mr. 
Delamain feemed reſolute to-perſevere in 
his deſign of immediately taking Serena 
from the protection of her friends; and was, 
with that intention, taking her in his arms, 
when Bayar, who neither knew him, or what 
was his buſineſs, put him quietly on one 
ſide, and was proceeding with his helpleſs 
charge to Lord e * dining- room, . 


when = 


: ” 4 4 
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3 qa HE for offending you.” 


——ͤ— 
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when Mr. Delamain, baughtily making 4 
| known his claim as A huſband, defired kim 
to 89820 his officiouſneſs. 


„I am the lady's huſband !”” he loudly 
and angrily repeated. 10 


It may be ſo,” returned Bayar, with 
an undiſguiſed ſcorn, cauſed by the unfeel- 
ing behaviour of Delamain, and till pro- 
ceeding up ſtairs. I am ignorant whe- 
ther there is any law in England that gives 
1 authority over Miſs Hennington, but 
1 feel that humanity calls on me to protect 
and aſſiſt her; and I know that the laws, 
of honour demand that I ſhould give you 


% 


By this time e the whole party had reached 
15 the 


the dining- room, and one of the maids of the | 
houſe coming 1n to her aſſiſtance, Serena was 


= 


ſoon reſtored to recollection; and looking 


round her, a faint ſmile ſtole over her lovely 


| countenance on perceiving Lord Somerſet 


ſtanding beſide her; and preſſing his hand 


to her lips, with all the fervour of affec- 


tionate gratitude that glowed in her heart, 


ſhe ſoftly returned thanks to Heaven that 
ſhe was ſtill permitted to remain under 


his protection. 


The ſervant was now defired to quit the 


room ; and Lord Somerſet approaching Mr. 


Delamain, who, almoſt frantic with rage, £7 


Was pacing up and down the apart ment, 
muttering curſes, deſired to know if he had 


any commands for him? 


3 7 T 20 1 9 SER ENA. 


| The ſpecious politeneſs of Mr. Dela- 
3 was entirely loſt in the whirl of 
contending paſſions that now diſtracted his 
mind]; and in a manner even brutally. rude, 


he replied, that he did not deſire to have 
any thing to ſay to him. 


e Then, Sir,” | returned the indignant 


| 8 Peer, I would have you recollect that 


theſe apartments I conſider as mine, and 
can very well diſpenſe with your company 


| in them.“ ; , 


Sa SI 


3 y Zo plain ſpeaking. it was impoſſible even 
> for Mr. Delamain to affect to miſunder- 
ſtand, and furiouſly declaring that he would 

not leave the room without his wiſe, he 

IS advanced to take Serena's hand; but ago- 

* nized 10 terror and diſtreſs of mind, ſhe 
2 6 ſereamed 


% 4% 


ſcreamed, and threw herſelf into the arms” 


of Bay ar for protection. 


F # 
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What little moderation Mr. Delamain's 


paſſion had permitted him” to retain, all 


vaniſhed at beholding this ſight ; he loaded 


both Serena and the Chevalier with the 


groſſeſt inſults, and endeavoured to force 


her, inſenſible as his rage had now rendered 


her, from the ſupporting arms of her friend. 


Though poſſeſſing a gentleneſs . man- 


ner and diſpoſition not often to be dif- | 


covered in the characters of men, Bayar's | 


was a proud and indignant ſpirit, The 


latter had already been raiſed by the _ 
of Mr. Delamain to Serena, and his Ia 

lence to the reſpectable Lord Somerſet; 19 
his pride was rouſed for himſelf, and his 


vor. 11I. 0 . emotion k 
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emotion was ſo great as to render him! in» 
capable of articulating, and almoſt of giv- 
[ ing the neceflary aſſiſtance to the fainting 
Serena. But his was not a ſpirit of fierce- 
neſs that, prompt to blaze at every trifling 
offence, evaporates in gufls of loud and vio- 
lent paſſion ; his indignation was not tur- 
bulens, but it was ſerious, and,” in a caſe 
like chis, unappeaſable. Had not the ſitua- 
tion of Serena preſented ſo powerful a claim 
on his humanity, he might have been 


hurried into ſome act of violence towards 
the inſulting Delamain ; but as it was, witk- 


EH. out pronouncing a ſyllable, he took Serena 


An bis arms, and carried her to her own. 


dreſſing- room, followed by Lord Somer- 
ſet: : notwithſtanding the vehement re- 
monſtrances of Mr. Delamain, and even 
his efforts to ſtop their progreſs, Bayar, 
V bs 


SERENA. | 


"aid; had more perſonal ſtrength than 1 
| men, bearing his inſenſible charge, and with 


the other arm obliging his opponent to 
keep: his dfb. 


[bn a ſhort time Serena again revived, ak Ne 


Payar then returned to the room where he 5 


had left Mr. Delamain; but Lord Somerſet 
had already taken the precaution of ſend- 
ing his own man to inform that gentleman 
that any claims he had to make on any 


member of that family, muſt be conveyed 


through Mr. T——;, of Gray's Ion. 


Mr. POD REES 3 left the houſe; 
but from a neighbouring coffee-houfe ſent 
a challenge in the evening to the Chevalier | 


Bayar, having learned his name front the. 4 


ſervants. „„ 3 


E — 
2 
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Lord Somerſet, who expected no ef; b had 
| given! orders to his valet-to receive. any let- 
ters that came that evening directed to the 
Chevalier, and this one | was accordingly 
brought to him. It was not with any in- 
tention of ſuppreſſing a challenge, ſhould 
any ſuch arrive, that Lord Somerſet had 
given thoſe orders, but in order to have an 
opportunity for beginning a converſation 
with Bayar on this ſubject. 
As ſoon as his Lordſhip received Mr. 
Delamain's note, he carried it himſelf to 
the room where Bayar and Miſs Delville 


ware ſitting; and telling his daughter that 
Serena wiſhed to ſee her, on her leaving 
the room, he preſented the paper to the 
Chevalier. 


Bayar 


SERENA. 125 
| Bayar read i it, and put it in his pocket with 
an air of perfect indifference, that would 
have contradicted the idea of its being a 
challenge with any perſon lefs intimately 
acquainted with the cool ſteadineſs of his 
young friend, than was the venerable Lord 
Somerſet ; who now ſaid, interrogatively— : 
« I am not miſtaken in the purport of 

| that note, my dear Charles; I have been the 
bearer of Mr. Delamain's defiance?” 


| Bayar bowed in filence, and the Peer re- 
ſumed. 


\ 


| Jou mult forgive me if I aſk you what 


you mean to do concerning it?“ 


« Certainly, my Lord, I ſhall meet Mr, 3 
Delamain,” replied the Chevalier, calmly, _ 
1 | 1 66 Bayan 8 
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ee Bayar, ” ld Lord Somerſet, in the 
_ impreflive manner that always gade pecu- 
liar weight to his words, when intereſted 
in any ſubject, you judge this matter 
wrongly. 1 was aware that you would do 
ſo, and therefore choſe to be the bearer 
of the billet you bave juſt received. Con- 
fidering you, as [ do, 1n the light of a ſon, 
1 may reaſonably be expected to wiſh to 
prevent your riſking your life againſt Mr, 
Delamain; but had my fears only pointed 
towards your perſonal ſafety, I needed only 


4 to have engaged my daughter in the cauſe, 


and to her tenderneſs you would probably 
Loncede more than to my remonſtrances. I, 
1 however, know too well the firmneſs of your 
ſoul to ſuppoſe that an angel's tears and 
| efitreaties would prevail with you in a caſe 
like . and hays ſpared you the pain of 
We” pu | encountering 
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encounteting them, certain that nothing 
but deliberate reaſoning can or r flould alter 
you purpoſe.” N 


And even Hat, my dear Lord,“ re- 
turned Baxar, * tnuſt be ſucceſsleſs, if em- 
ployed to make me decline this invitation. 
Mr. Delamain is a villain; but he claims 
reparation for an offence I have given him, 
and I cannot in honour refuſe it.” 

« In honour!” repeated Lord Somerſet, | 
with an indignant ſmile; „“ what is this 
honour? A falle and contradictory term, 


which you are ready to allow Delamain's, 


claim to poſſeſſing, at the ſame time that 


you arow him to be a monſter of cruelty, 
; duplicity, and treachery,—On wha t grounds 7 
can he build his title to the diſtinction you 
% 


— * 
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ſio eminently merit, of being a man of 


honour? On a conſtitutional fierceneſs of 
ſpirit that urges him voluntarily to ſtake 
his life in ſupport of actions for which 
he would ſuffer little leſs than its, depri- 


vation under the cognizance of the laws of 


his country? And are you to encounter 


8 this, man on even grounds! pu 


0 
6 


= is My beſt friend,” interrupted Bayar, 


ſmiling in his turn, you muſt allow me 


to aſk you one ſimple queſtion—did you 


Teaſon thus thirty years ago? Or, allowing 
that you thought thus, did you not act 
from the * of l * 


9 


Ke « Thirty years ſince,” anſwered his Lord- 


hip, “ was, it is true, ſomething older 


khan yourlelf, but I had not learned to 
"think, 


\ 
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N Raſh and impetuous, ſwayed by 


every guſt of paſtion, what was right nzver 


came under my conſideration ; what was 
cuſtomary, was the rule of my actions, aud 
they were often wrong, and ſtill more fre- 
quently abſurd. Bred up in the indulgence | 
of every wiſh which a proud and paſſion- 


ate diſpoſition led me to form, I entered 
the world impreſſed with falſe ideas of my 
Wn conſequence. As I had been the ob- 


ject of partial and univerſal attention in my 


_ own family, I fancied that the obſervation of 


the whole v. orld was fixed on me; and as 4 


pt ide rendered me unable to bear an offence, 


and paſſion made me frequently give one 
and as I was conſtitutionally fearleſs, I fup- <7 


poſed it incumbent on me to ſet an example — | 


to the admiring world around me, o fthe moſt 
punctilious obſervance of what is weer 


G 5 miſnamed 


- 


* 
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miſnamed the point of honour. © Once I re- 
member offering the ſatisfaction of taking 
my life, or loſing his own, to a gentleman, 
for the mighty offence of incommoding his 
corns by treading on | them, 


But you, my dear Bayar, are in a far 
different ſituation from what I then was. 


Tour temper has never been injured, nor 


your underſtanding perverted by the weak 
. indulgence of doting relatives. From the 
. misfortunes of your family, you were early 
5 tavght to look upon yourſelf as the founder 


of your fortune and conſequence; at the 


fame time that you felt conſcious of your 


deſcent from heroes that needed only to 
6. have their cauſe ſucceſsful to have i immor- 


* talized their memories. You have bravely 


2 combated the enemies of your country; 
as you. 


er a 
RN 


acceptance. And is your nie to be ſported 
with becauſe you offered a calm oppoſition: 


the tear of paternal fondneſs and rational 
5 admiration trembled in his fine, wiel, 
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you have been diſtinguiſhed by the notice 
and approbation of your Prince; you have 
acquired reſpect and ſriendſhip from all to 
whom you are known! F Fortune, incum- 
bered only with the attachment of a lovely 


and amiable woman, offers herſelf to your 


to the violence of a ſcoundrel?ꝰ 


Lord Somerſet poke with an ckeratek 8 0 
tone and geſture this eulogium on his young 3 


friend; and when he mentioned his Ws 


eye, as he looked at Bayar, to ſee how he was : 
moved by his arguments. The latter was | | 
confounded, but not convinced. The in- 


ge nuouſneſs with which Lord Somerſet had 
@ & © 25 confeſſed. | 
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confeſſed the errors of his youth, could not 
fail to give infinite force to the reaſonings 
of his more mature and corrected judgment ; 
yet ſtil 


c The world, and its dread laugh, 
4 Which ſcarce the firm philoſopher can ſcorn,” 


prevented his yielding to the truth of what 
be yet could not deny, and Lord Somerſet 
nc. 


« You fay you have offended Mr. Dela- 
main za confeſſion of having done ſo, ſeems 
to imply a conſciouſneſs of having been 
AS wrong yet I will venture to ſay you would 
5 act preciſely as you have already done on 
* an occaſion exactly: ſimilar,” 


« If 


sxkENA- _ - 
Le It I had reſolution to preſerve that 
calmneſs which the pitiable ſituation of our 
lovely friend almoſt enforced, moſt ſurely 
4 would, 5 fad the Chevalier. 


« Yet, in accepting Mr. Delamain's defi- : 
ance, you confeſs tacitly that you think 


you have been in an error at leaſt.” 


« My ND cried Bayar, ſomewhat 

| impatiently, „ repeat that this is one of 
thoſe caſes 1n which we can only be guided 
by feeling.” + l IF! 
e returned his Lordſhip. -, | 
« Will you ſay that your feelings: are more | 
intereſted by any object, on* earth than by 3 
your Philippa? Yet you know that” "you. 3 
are about to make her miſerable; and that 9 
were ſhe to know of your preſent; Agens, 5 
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and pale them with the gentle argu- 
| ments of her ſex, though your feelings 
* ſhould be agonized by the fight of her diſ- 
treſs, you would think it derogatory to your 
honour to deſiſt from your deſign,” 


I. 


« Yet ſhall 1,” cried Bayar, warmly, 


40 put it in the power of Mr. Delamain to 


55 expoſe me to the world as a coward ?” 


« Truſt me, my much-valued young 


friend,” returned the venerable Peer, the 


nobleft daring of an exalted mind is in defy- 
Fe ing the illiberal cenſures of ſools and knaves 
in a right cauſe. Shew then to this inſo- 
Jent Delamain, that though you dare not 
+ equal him in the boldneis of his Crimes, 
vou care refuſe to meet a villain on even 
bY, 9 in the field... 


i 135 
er reſpected the Ugdefkbab 
was grateful for the zeal of his friend; but 
his reſolution was unchanged, and he would 
on the following morning have met Mr. 
Delamain, had not that gentleman, in the 
interim, procured a warrant from the Chan- 
cellor, to prevent Lord Somerſet and Serena 
leaving the kingdom. This circumſtance 
at once determined the Chevalier; and in- 
ſtead of going in the morning to the 
place of appointment, he ſent a footman _ 
with the following billet. — TY 


5 Yeſterday I was determined to give 5 
Mr. Delamain the ſatisfaction of 's eentle-. | IN 
man for che offtace he fancied he had N 4 
ceived ; | becauſe, ere and treacherous aL» 

3 | ; "han. D 8 


a4. | 
| knew his conduct to have been to 2 woman, 
LOL thought that to men his behaviour was 
manly. — This morning I reſolve to treat 
| him with the contempt due to the wretched 
meanneſs which dictated the inſult of laſt 
| night to the venerable and reſpected friend 
K the truly indignant 

© CHARLES BAYAR, Chet -alier,” 


With this anſwer to bis Sean of ſatis- 
| Kato, Mr. Delamain was forced to be 
content, as he alſo was when Lord Somer- 


ſet repreſented to the Court of Chancery 


E that the very exiſtence of Serena depended 


on her going abroad; and, entering into the 
enormous recognizance of fifty thouſand 


pounds for his own and her appearance, if 
a living, 


living, at an appointed period, he was. 
permitted to leave England, accompanied 
by his fair charge, Miſs Delville, Bayar, 
and Miſs Mortimer, who propoſed joining 
ſome friends then on the Continent. 
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CHAP. VI. 


| SevenaL, weeks elapſed, and Sir Piercy 
| q ſtill continued unable to leave the Saxon 
S village, where the tender and affiduous 
Caroline was unceaſingly employed in ſerv- 
_ing and amuſing him, For the latter office 
her powers, indeed, were not very great; 
her diſpoſition had originally been mild, 

timid, and affectionate, rather than lively 
or faſcinating ; ſorrow had ſhaded her cha- 
- racter with the deepeſt gloom of inſanity : 

and ſhe now never gave even momentary 
indulgence 


"> 
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indulgence to gaiety, that it did not appear 5 
like a ſtart of that * fitful fever” that had 
hung on her intellects for ſo long a time. 


By degrees, however, the ſociety of her 
beloved Delville eftabliſhed a fort of con- 
tented calm in her ſoul, favourable to the | 
developement of a character, which grief 
had improved in firmneſs and deciſion. 
Mr. Marley had beſtowed the beſt educa- 
tion poſſible on his daughter; but his aim 
was not merely to make her an accompliſhed 
woman—it was to render her a reſpectable 
one. The timid irreſolution of her natural : ; 
bias had been much againſt this view in the bs 
| early part of her lite ; and it was only after 
his death, when ſhe found it neceſſary tos | 
think for herlelf, that ſhe was conſcious f 4 
the powers of her underſtanding, 
gs - 5 The 


1 A 


* 


5 55 bewile was able to go out, when leaving 


a. -. — Iran; - 

W: he ubrightries of her heart, its tender- 
255 her ſenſe, and information, could not 
be entirely loſt on a man of 'Delville's 


diſcernment. Serena was loſt to him; he 


thought himſelf bound in honour to con- 
quer his attachment to her. Caroline, ever 
near bim, ever attentive to his eaſe, appeared 


the woman beſt calculated to ſooth a heart 
which, having been once deeply wounded, 


deſpairs of ever again feeling the warmth 
of tender paſſion; and in a ſhort time he 


began to dread, as much as herſelf, the 


arrival of that period when his returning 
health would make it proper for him to 
quit Saxony and Caroline. 


. 


It was one of the firſt evenings that 


"the cottage, accompanied by Caroline, on 
_—_ 7... whole 


* *. 
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ai; arm (from Jetkaols he leant, they 


led to a ſeat that had been formed but...” 
the peaſants, under the ſhade of one 0 the 


lime-trees that grew near the pool. No- 
thing could be more ſerenely beautiful than 
the ſcenery and the hour; the ſun was near 
ſetting, and glanced obliquely, gilding the 

wood-crowned hill behind which it was de- 
ſcending, and ſhedding a ſort of golden radi- 
ance on the water, which reflected every ſepa- 
rate leaf of the broad branch of the lime- 
tree that ſheltered the ſeat, 


« For talking age, and whiſpering lovers made.“ 

: N < ) 
No noiſe was heard, but at intervals the 
ſhrill voices of the peaſant children, W bo 
were gathering wild ſtrawberries in the ad- 
Jacent woods, and the ſhort, quick twitter 
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of the. birds, that ſought their evening i 
5 21 on the bank of the pool, where ſome corn 
had been winnowed in the day-time. 


Caroline had brought a bock with her 
from the cottage, as Delville had oſten ex- 
preſſed pleaſure in hearing her read to him 
in this ſequeſtered ſpot ; but this evening 
the pages he had ſo often admired, ſeemed 

not in unifon with his feelings: he ſighed! 


* 


1 
I I know not how it is, Caroline,” ſaid 
5 . he, after a filence of ſome length, but l 


* feel this evening a diſtaſte for every thing 
but the indulgence of reflection, 8 the 
cCoatemplation of the ſcene before me. 


Let your reflections then be ſooth- 
ing ones,” returned Caroline, “ and 1 cord 
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leave you to enjoy them, whilſt I viſit my 
long forſaken Convent. . : 0 


She aroſe as ſhe ſpoke, and would haye | 
| departed 3 But Delville, . her _ 
drew her towards him. 


Leave me not, my gentle friend,“ he 
aid, „ for my thoughts would turn on 
your abſence, and therefore muſt be pain- 
ful. I am preciſely in that mood when 
your converſation. is more ſoothing to my 
feelings, than any thing except your atten- 
tion. This ſpot, my Caroline, he con- 
tinued, after a paute, « recals to my recol - 5 3 
lection one in my own country that is, froms _ 2 
ſtrange train of circumſtances, moſt intereſt- 
ing to me. In ſuch a place as this have 1 


9 . : 
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lingered hours, in all the miley; of fear, 


* and perplexity.“ 


5 f | His mind appeared deeply agitated, 
ſtdthough he ſpoke of being ſoothed by the 


preſent circumſtances. | 


2 Why i is memory given us, Caroline . 
he enquired, with a ſort of impatient ſad- 
neſs in his voice and air. 


Abe thought Caroline, why in- 
| deed? Except,” ſaid ſhe, it is given us 


as a warning to avoid in the future, what 


in the ak maT: cauſed us pain.” 


* Alas! then, Caroline,” -be nes, 
 6ghing, « it is beſtowed in vain! The 


T0 which diſappointed attachment has 
agonized, 
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a is not ſecured by remembrance” 
from experiencing the fame ſenſarions—pere | ; 


Ia. 7 


haps the ſame miſery.” 


clville had toni the lvl on which 9 


hung all het ſorrows. It was precifely that 
tender point in the ſoul of Caroline, which 
quivered with agony, verging on diſtraction. 
A ſhort convulſive laugh, accompanied by 
a a look of deſpair, declared to Delville how 
irritable were her feelings on this ſubject. 
He wiſhed to ſay—* Caroline, with you 
this throbbing heart, forgetting its ſorrows, 

its deceptions, and diſappointments, would | 
ſeek refuge; to your kindnefs it would en- 
truſt all its little remnant of peace and feel- 
ing!“ but the horrid idea of madneſs darted+ 
acroſs his brain, and he ſhuddered to think 
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how near he had been to deſiring an union 
wth the unhappy Miſs Marley. 


= Tender, unfortunate girl, how have 
thy hopes been ever blighted, at the very 
moment that they aroſe almoſt to certain- 
ties Wayward has been thy fate, — 
and mine not leſs ſo!" 


| Theſe were the thoughts of Delville as, 

leaving his ſeat, he removed to a little diſ- 
- tance nearer the water. His ſteps were 
feeble and unſteady. Caroline flew towards 
him; ſhe took his hand with all the inte- 
reſting grace of modeſt affection, and draw- 
ing his arm within her own, gently forecd 
oe fo receave ſupport from her. 


pf 


M0 Ab, my lovely, my mefl amiable 
EE: | friend!” 


7 35 
ene 1 * 


friend!” cried Delville, 60 how ſhall I ever 
be able to prove my gratitude for your 
kindneſs 8 * 


> 


_« Taſk no proof, ” anſwered the inno- 
cent Caroline, with a tender ſmile, that 1 
you poſſeſs every amiable feeling,” | 


Again was the temembrance of Miſs 
Marley's unfortunate derangement almoſt 
obliterated in the ſweet ſenſations, the ſimple | 
expreſſions her artleſs partiality gave riſe 
to; again was Delville on the point of . 
offering her his hand, and all the beſt affec- ; 
tions of his heart; but. a ſudden illneſs \ 4 
overpowered him, and it was with difficulty  - 
that, with the aſſiſtance of Caroline only, : 
he returned to the cottage. 
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On the following day the 6s again 
faw Delville, and declared his opinion that a 
ſituation ſo far north, and in the ſeaſon now 

3 approaching. was the moſt improper poſſible 
for his patient; and adviſed him to ſet out 
immediately, that he might by eaſy journies 
reach the ſouth of Europe, before the in- 
tenſe heats of the autumn rendered tra- 


velling diſagreeable, and dangerous to a per- 


ſon in his delicate ſtate of health. 


Caroline heard this ſentence as ſhe would 
E- have done that which condemned her to 
3 the moſt painful death. She ſaw herſelf on 
E the point of being for ever divided from 
| Delville, and her heart fickened at the 
1 Only one day was to intervene 

before his departure, in the preparations for 


3 which ſhe forced herſelf, to aſſiſt. Every 
3 4 ST. LS Ive litle 


little ſervice ſhe had been accuſtomed to 


render Sir Piercy, now appeared of the 
greateſt importance; and rather than have 


omitted one of them, ſhe would have en- 


\ 


dured tortures. 


As, with more than cuſtomary anxiety 


and care, ſhe was preparing the bowl of 


cream that he always took for ſupper, Del- 


ville fixed his eyes on her very lovely and 
intereſting figure, and touched by the idea 
that after the morrow he ſhould ſee her no : 
: more, he ſaid, in a voice of the utmoſt foft= 4 


neſs — * To-morrow, Caroline, to-mor- _ 2 


*. 
„ 


row I ſhall ceaſe to behold you! Who 5 


then ſhall beſtow. oa the wretched - Del» = 3 
ville thoſe kind and ſoothing attentions; _ 


7 
that have ſo often charmed away the 1 | bt. 


of pain, of fickneſs, and of ſorrow or 
H 3 


| The ſadneſs of his accent, the melancholy 
5 of his look, as he pronounced theſe words, 
- could not fail to affect his fair companion; 
the burſt into tears, and falling on her knees 
befide him“ Ah Delville e!” the exclaimed, 
this is too much! Shall you, who have 
been accuſtomed to the attentions of a fond 
: lter and tender friends, perform a long 
3 and painful journey without any kind being 
near you to alleviate the ſufferings you muſt 
— neceſſarily be ſubject to? Shall you when, 
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I ſinking with pain and fatigue, you look 
. with anxious wiſhes for an attendant whom 
5 attachment to you would render their ſer- 
1 5 "vices acceptable—ſhall you then look round 


in vain for your nurſe—your Caroline? 
3 No, Delville, the world and I have 


2 ts. 
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. aken leave for ever! I heed not its cen- 


2 * ſures, iD defire not its commendation 
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Confiding in you and in myſelf, I do not 
heſitate to attend you whitherſoever you 7 
go, till you either meet ſome one who-has _ 
a juſter claim to the pleaſure of ſerving 
you, or till you ſay— Caroline, your pre- 4 
ſence diſpleaſes me! Then, Delville, [ dew 
part for ever!” Te 


« Generous, exalted girl K* eri 
Sir Piercy, elaſping the trembling Caroline 
to his breaſt, © never ſhall you repent - 
your ſweet confidence; the heart of your 
brother, my Caroline, will never loſe its 
tender gratitude for your goodneſs! Come 
then with me; be to me a ſiſter till the 
time arrives when my perplexing deli 
may be decided; when either you ſhall 
weep with an __ py: over. my grave, 
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Emotions, too powerful, too complicated 


for deſcription, prevented what Delville 
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would have further ſaid, and the arrange- 
ment for the morrow was taken as granted, 
for neither of the parties ſpoke till they 
= 9 for the night. | 


During the lo and indeed hazard- 
us Journey and voyage all through Ger- 
many, and part of F rance, to reach Por- 
1 the attentions of Caroline to her 
feeble charge were unremitting, and they 
Were not without a reward. Delville daily N 
—— ſtrength; the ſpitting of blood be- 
came leſs frequent; and by the time the 
traveller reached Liſbon, be was ſo much 
| Fecovered, as to require none of the confine- 
ment of an invalid. 8 
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From many towns of France, as well as 


Germany, Delville had written to bis family 3 


but as they had left England, they did not 
receive them, any more than he did their” 8 
directed to his banker at Berlin. 


The day after his arrival at Liſbon, as 


he was ſtrolling along one of the principal 


ſtreets, a female ſtepped out of the ſhop of 


a French Marchande des Modes, ſo imme- 


diately before him, that he had nearly puſhed 


her down. In apoldgizing ior the ſceming 


rudeneſs, he raiſed his eyes to her. face, I 
and was almoſt petrified at beholding the 


beautiful features of Mrs. F itzpatrick, ar- = 5 
rayed in all the ſeducing charms of mild-. ; 
neſs and modeſty, ſhe 10 hg knew. RoW to i 
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A moment ſerved to recal the recollec- | 
tion of Delville, but. not of Thereſa, Per- 

_ fe&t miſtreſs as ſhe was of every art to in- 

| dulge or to conceal. her depravity, the ſight - 
of Sir Piercy, at the very moment when 
his preſence was the moſt inimical poſſible 
to her views, ſo greatly agitated her,. that 
ſhe could not immediately recover her- 
ſelf ; but ſtill holding by his arm, which 
ſhe had at firſt unconſciouſly ſeized to 

fave herſelf from falling, ſhe gazed on 
5 him with a mixture Ve aſtoniſhment and 
terror; till, ſhaking her from him with the. 
moſt contemptuous coolneſs, Delville turned 
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4 Pe or mercy” s ſake,” ſhe a. « what 
bee you to Liſbon?” 


5 
ALE 


That, or any thing elſe that concerns 
ES; 3 : 2 5 ; me, | 
* N 
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me, muſt be very immaterial to Mes. Fitz- 
patrick,” anſwered Delville,. i in the moſt 


frigid manner imaginable, 


« Ah Delville!“ ſaid the Syren, with an 
affected figh, © there was a time when my : 
ſolicitude was Nleaſing to you.” 


« There is no need, * to remind 
me of my former infatuation; 1 deſpiſe 

myſelf too ſincerely for having once yielded 
to it, ever to fort i 7. 


„ He wy” thought Thereſs, ec the fat = 


' Delville as ever, inflexibly cold and indig- = 


nant to thoſe. who have deceived and i in- - 
jured him.“ 
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But to ſuffer him thus to leave his was 5 


. 
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not her intention; her eyes inſtantly fled 


with tears, as ſhe faid—* Were it any 


other perſon, I ſhould call it cruelty to re- 
1 proach me with the errors of extreme youth,” 


| I do not reproach you, Mrs. Fitzpatrick, 40 
returned Delville; © if you are not totally 


callous to- every ſentiment of contrition, 


* your own heart muſt forcibly enough up- 


braid you for the barbarous 1 y of * 
conduct. Pe 


— 
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„ Delville, of what do you accuſe me?? 
enquired the lady, with affected ſurpriſe ; 
< of a too tender heart? 


« Ofa falſe, a treacherous one, Madam f 


1 F. rom the grave, whither your baſeneſs hur- 


vied 4 him, docs not the injured Mr. Marley 


n Ee, reproach | 


% 


2 


reproach you with your cruelty to bis lovely, - 


unſuſpicious daughter? And can the friend 
of Caroline Marley, whom your arts drove 
to madneſs, look on, or think of you without 


abhorrence?“ 


« Wretched, wretched Thereſal'“ ex- 
claimed Mrs. Fitzpatrick, redoubling her 


tears, © to what has thy folly brought 


thee!” = PEO © I CRIES 


» 


* 
— 


* Say rather, Madam, your vices ! When ” 


guilt meets with its due puniſhment, it 


Anger now v predominated i in the milk of | 
the fair Thereſa, above every other ſenti= 


ment. Her face glowed with Paſſion, : 8 
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would fain ſhelter itſelf under the name of | 
weakneſs.” "CAGED Ro 3 


„ 
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in a voice almoſt inarticulate, ſhe cried— 
& Away then, proud, inexorable Delville! 
Thou ſhalt repent the indignity with which 
1 am treated; thou ſhalt feel that Thereſa 
bas full the * of ayenging her inju- 
- ries!” 


/ 


ee Your mats; Mrs, Fi itrpattick⸗ re- 


turned Delville, only afford an additional 


proof of the malignity of your diſpoſition, 
ſince to execute they will never be in 
your power.” 


3 — Sleep then, Delville, in fancied ſecu- 
ity,” cried the exulting fiend, «till I have 
proved if, through the boſom of thy treaſured 
| Serena, my revenge can reach thee l“ 
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With ech words Thereſa would have > . 
departed, but Delville arreſted her ſteps. 


e Tell me, Mrs. F itzpatrick,” | aid; he, 
ſternly, © what you mean by all this?“ 


« What right have you to demand it, 
Sir?“ retorted the lady, . 5 : 


cc The * of humanity and juſtice 5 


Madam 


4. 


- Thad interrupted him,—< Juſtice, Sir. 
Piercy Delville, renders you the champion 


* 


and lover of Mr. Delamain' s wife 
6 '# — 

« Whatever I may be, Madam,” is oY 
Delville, © concerns not you. Your ut- | 
moſt endeavours were employed to render b 
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me 2 wretch But this is uſeleſs recrimĩ- 
nation. J remain in the regretful conſci- 
ouſneſs of my own. errors - you in the 
fatal power of doing miſchief to all within 
your reach; but that Serena never will be 
fo, is my comfort and ſatisfaction.“ 

- « So confident, Sir Piercy !”” cried Thereſa, 
in her former tone of exultation ; * know 
then ſhe calls me friend.” 


Did I not know thee falſe, as I ſee thee 
fair,” faid Delville, almoſt unconſciouſly, 
„ thy words were horrible to me!” 


25 The agitation that marked the features of 
Dedrille as ſhe gave him this laſt piece of 
information, ſufficiently proved to the vin- 


ae Thereſa that ſhe poſſefſed ample 
GEN | * 


"oxnnma | _ a 
power to render him miſerable, But to 

enter into any further explanations with him, 
did not ſuit her preſent purpoſe; ; and in- 
ſtantly taking advantage of the reverie into 
| which he ſeemed ſinking, ſhe darted from 
him, and abruptly turned down an obſcure 
firept. EE, 


_—_ 


In this, however, Mrs. Fitzpatrick over 
reached herſelf, as her precipitate flight gave 
Delville an idea that for ſome reaſon or 

other ſhe wiſhed to avoid him; and her late 
menace connecting the idea of Serena with 
every thing, he determined to follow her. 
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CHAP. VII. 


A 


N OTWITHSTANDIN G the ood with 


Ee] which Mrs. Fitzpatrick tripped along the 
25 ſtreets of Liſbon, and notwithſtanding the 


recent illneſs of Delville, he did not loſe 


- Might of her. She was not at firſt aware of 
his purſuit; but when ſhe diſcovered it, ſhe 
* evidently turned out of her road ſeveral 
* times, in order to miſlead and eſcape from 
bim : and fancy ing herſelf at length ſuc- 
* eeſsſul, ſhe afcended the hall-door ſteps of 
* [-# N hotel, in the dun of the 
M a -* 4 town. 


t *-F., 
5 * 
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neee 
town. In turning, ſhe perceived Detville 
cloſe to her; but it was too late to recede, | 
and hoping he would not dare to follow, ſhe a 


ran quickly up the great ſtaircaſe. 


| She was miſtaken: Delville did dare to 

do more, when ſupported by a conſciouſ- 
neſs of good intentions; and he nearly over- 
took Mrs. Fitzpatrick, who was proceeding 
to the ſecond ſtory, when a low and plaintive 
voice that iſſued from the open door of an | 
elegant ſaloon, arreſted his. ſteps, and almoſt ol 
overcame his ſtrength. It was that of 5 


Serena; and the next moment Miſs Del- — 


ville ſpoke in anſwer. The words were in- 2 
diſtinct, but the tones could not be miſ- = 


taken by Delville. Thereſa was in an in- 


ſtant forgotten, and without conſideration = 
he entered the room. In the middle of it oi 
. "BY 


TS | | - _SERENA. 


1£ ſeemingly Juſt going to leave the apartment) 
ſtood the hapleſs Serena; her fair, but ema- 
ciated form wrapped in the ſame deep 
mourning ſhe had worn ſince the death of 
ber brother, and a quantity of white muſlin 
folded about her head, rendering her figure 
truly ohoſt-like; one arm was linked in 
that of Miſs Delville, and her liead reclined 
on the ſhoulder of her friend, as if a ſad- 
. giddineſs had ſeized her, for her eyes 7 
were _ and her frame trembled univer- 


3 


ts Imagination eoald: 1 not form a more in- 
 tereſting picture than thoſe two lovely | 


' women now preſented : Philippa, in. the 
fol pride of health and youthful charms, 

ber ſparkling eye dimmed with the tear of 
. pitying affection, bending over the ſcarcely 
_ animated remains of what once was beauty. 


f 
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S and intelligence. Even in dying, | 


Serena retained all her power of faſcination 


to the heart of Delville ; and when the firſt : 7 
— momentary ſhock of her altered appearance 
Was paſt, le ſprung forward, and claſped her 


to his breaſt with frantic tenderneſs. 


pt Philippa muſt acceljelly be 


at the ſudden appearance of her brother, ſhe 


did not ſuffer that ſentiment to overpower 7h 

her; but aſſiſted him to convey her almoſt 
inſenſible friend to a ſofa, where, in a few | 
minutes, ſhe recovered ſufficiently e 


Delville, in a tone that penetrated his 

heart Ah, beft and moſt beloved fiend, 3 | 

what ſtrange caprice of deſtiny has led vou : 3 | 

hither to witneſs the cloſing haar 1 Lou. . | 
: poor Serena's life? 525‚́ẽ oho 


The agitation 5 Delville was too exceſſive 3 
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ee” 
to permit his making any anſwer ; he could 


only draw the lovely ſpeaker cloſer to his 
heart, while tears of the moſt intolerable 
| anguiſh fell from his eyes upon her pale 
= and hollow cheek. Philippa, extremely 


ö affected, was unable to ſpeak or move; and 


— 


Serena, who alone retained ny recollection, 
reſumed— | 


= 


700 Wherefore, Delville, yield you to this 


immoderate ſorrow? 1 am not to be la- 
mented. When with tender pity you watched 


the couch of my poor dying brother, you 
Fe not for him! Hennington Was loſt to 
this world's happineſs, and you rejoiced that 
be was haſtening to a better! Rejoice too 
With me, friend of my heart! I go hence, 
and in Heaven there are no marriages! 


* 
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The little fortitude Delville had been en- 
deavouring to collect, yielded to this laſt 5 
obſervation; and he inarticulately muttered 
curſes on Delamain, as the bane of his 
felicity, and the deſtroyer of Serena. 


% 


The near approach of death, and the 


habit of reſignation ſhe had acquired, had | 


given to the mind of the unfortunate 
Serena that ſelf-poſſeffion ſhe had ſo often 
ſuffered from the want of; and he had now. 
power to ſooth, and endeavour to conſole the | 
agitated Delville. Too certain of the ap- 


proach of her own diffolution, and toa ce 


ſciouſly pure in heart at ſuch a moment to 
attend to forms, ſhe gave to her reaſonings with _ 


Delville all the tenderneſs which could alone 


render them efficacious; and he was grow= _ 
ing * compoſed, when Lord Somerſet, f 
85 entering 
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entering the room, cried gaily Here is 


Miſs Mortimer, who this moment flew into 


my ſtudy, entreating me to hide her, now 


refuſes to tell me what ſhe fears, and you 


muſi all examine her. 


Lord Somerſet's attention was too much 


taken up with the lady whom he was en- 


deavouring to ſorce into the ſaloon, for him 
to obſerve his ſon, who now beheld io Miß 
Mortimer Mrs. Fi itzpatrick. 


It was evident that ſhe did not know he 


had followed her into the houſe; for on 


: ſeeing him, ſhe ſcreamed, and would have 


Hed: but Delville was too quick for her, 


and fiercely ſeizing her by the arm“ How, 
1 abandoned wretch,“ he cried, „how be- 
I 8 th Th came vou the companion of angels? . 


© 
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0 My Load; £ continued he, turning to his 
father, whoſe aſtoniſhment may eaſily be con- 
ceived, how came this infamous woman 7 
under your protection?“ 


3 8 Nn Piercy,“ cried Lord Somerſet, 
impatiently, and ſomewhat angrily, 6c * Why 
is-Miſs Mortimer inſulted ?”? : 


« Her natne-is not Wan my Lord,“ 
returned Delville, almoſt furiouſly ; 00 * 
name is Fitzpatrick, and once was Meli- 
phant, the curſe of all whom her ſpecious 
beauty and diabolical art could faſcinate!” 


_« Miſk Meliphant—my brother's wife!“ 
exclaimed Miſs Delville, unconſciouſly. 


IT 


. 


« Not his mite, Philippa,” cried Delvilley 


vor. III. ne "on once 7. "= 


. 


—= ar . - | v 

« Let me underſtand you, Piercy,” ſaid 
Lord Somerſet, with an air of perplexity; 
«* 'what is it you mean by your charges 


This was the very idea that maddened the 
proud and impetuous Delvilfs. Thereſa 
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appeared in the light of his evil genius, per- 


of his follies. There is a ſpecies of com- 
plaifance which every well bred man finds 
it aimoſt inlpoſſible to diveſt himſelf of in 
his manners towards women, and no man 
had in general more of it than Delville him- 
ſelf; but Thereſa had, in his idea, forfeited 
RG exery claim to conſideration, and, heedleſs 
* I: STi. 5 of 


„ once, to his ame, your brother 8 milf. 


againſt the friend of your ſiſter and Serena?” 


petually haunting him with the remembrance 


- 
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of the preſence of Lord Somerſet, from 
whom ſuch an intimation would with more 
propriety have come, he told her that till 
ſhe cob leave the hotel, his ſiſter and her 

friend would remain in their own apart- 


S 


ments. 


Hold, Delville!” ſaid Lord Somerſet; 
« whatever may have been the conduct of 
this lady, let our's at leaſt be regulated by 
humanity.— Till your friends arrive at Liſ- 
bon, Madam,” he added, addrefling Thereſa, 
te the uſe of | any apartments you pleaſe to 
fix on here, are much at your ſervice; but 
you muſt excuſe the abſence of my family 
and myſelf, though our ſervants * * 
conſider as you own.“ | 
To this lp conſiderate ſpeech There ; 
„ returned 


— 


returned ſuch an anſwer as might be ex · 
J _| Poon from a woman of ſuch violent paſ- 


ſions, irritated as ſhe now was; the bit- 
Feel curſes her fertile imagination c: could 
furniſh her with, ſhe laviſhly beſtowed on 
Delville, who ſhuddered to behold the fury 
he had once loved, and had been ſo near 
} Aeveting his life to. Nor did the enraged 
Mrs. F itzpatrick at all ſpare inſults to the 
trembling. Serena—ſome of them too groſs 
fur endurance; and Lord Somerſet, in de- 
ſpite of his age, his rheumatiſm, and his 
n aſſiſted his ſon to force the beau- 
uo! demoniac from the apartment. 
When Thereſa found that it was not in 
ber power to make herſelf more odious than 
ſne had already done by perſiſting in her 


| frantic behaviour, ſhe auger m_ to 
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| at ſufficiently to conſider that her wiſeſt 
way was to betake herſelf to a friend of 
ſome conſideration ſhe poſſeſſed at Liſbon; 7 | 
and immediately ſhe 2 the meaſure. 4 1 

It was now that the re-united nal * 
Lord: Somerſet began to m- 


a» 
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CE mutual en- 


quiries and explanations, the courſe of. 
which Miſs Marley's hiſtory was introduced, 

and created univerſal. intereft in her deſtiny 

in the minds of all Delville s hearers, amongſt 
whom was the Chevalier Bayar. 

8 Ah, my dear Sirg? ah the artleſs 
Philippa, ſeizing Lord Somerſet? s hand, 
<« let us fly to bring this ſweet Caroline 
hither! While I live, I ſhall adore her for 
having preſerved my brother!“ 


1 3 
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| 8 « She is truly worthy of your friendſhip, 
of Philippa,” faid Delville, and it will give 
me the utmoſt ſatisfaction to ſee her under 
my father's protection ; 3 more particularly 
as ſhe has already ſpoken of reſiding in a 


8 Convent whilſt the remains at Liſbon,” 


Lord Somerſet was not leſs eager than 
were his children in the performance of 

1] any act of benevolence; and notwithſtand- 
ing the extreme heat, he inſiſted on Del- 
ville immediately conducting him to Miſs | 


k. _ Marley. Miſs Delville deſired earneſtly. to 
be of the party ; and her being admitted, 


occaſioned another addition to it, as Bayar 
x could not endure to loſe 3 of her for a 
moment. 


Left, at her own requeſt, entirely alone, 
1 ++. Ot Serena 
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8 Serena endeavoured to collect her ſcantenicd 


thoughts, „ and fix them to one point, ben 
that was of the moſt painful nature. I 


From the manner in which Delville had 
+ + ſpoken of Miſs Marley, and from the cir- 

_ cumſtance of her having lo long attended 
him, being convinced of her partiality to 
him, Serena did not entertain the leaſt doubt 
that he felt for her a gratitude ſo tender as 
to merit the name of love; and this con- b 

viction, rather than the recollection of her | 
own fatal marriage, inſtructed ber in the if 
neceſſity there was that ſhe ſhould behold © \ 


N 


him only as a friend; but 3 


- 
59 
- S | 
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« Of all the ſcience taught a lover + hs. 1 
6 'Tis fure the hardeſt a to forget; | : 
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and Serena ineffectually ſtruggled with her 
long fondly cheriſhed attachment to the 
exalted friend of her brother. It was in 
vain that reaſon pointed out to her the 
- propriety of the ſacrifice of his fociety, if 
the could not behold him with the calm- 
neſs it demanded ; the ftill found ſome 
pulwKhʒuſible reaſon why ſhe ſhould not retire 
co her own chamber (which increaſing ill- 
E nieſs rendered the only proper place for her) 
uu ſhe had ſeen Delville once more, and 
diſcovered whether Miſs Marley were really 
ſo lovely and „ as he had deſcribed 

her to be. 


* ; 


W- - - - "DOOM about an hour in the moſt 
: = uneaſy ſtate of expectation poſſible, Serena at 
1 length heard the voices of her friends, as they 
5 5 entered the hotel, and was nearly overcome 


. 4 X X * 
33 1 — K . . 
; 4 
* — - i * 5 
8 5 > 
8 2 
"0 4 
8 - 
= 
8 = 
By * 
A * — 
% ; 
8 
* 
s 
» © 4 
4 , 
— 


| SERENA I 177: 
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by che painful impatience of her own feel-. 
ings, before Lord Somerſet, entering the 
faloon, preſented to her the fair, the . 
tle, amiable Caroline. 


Not without emotion did Miſs Marley 
behold her {till lovely rival;, but in her 
nature all was ſweetneſs, pity, and tender- 
neſs: and as with. the ſofteſt grace ſhe. 
preſſed the hand of Serena to her boſom, 
ſhe promiſed to be her nurſe, and if poſſible i 
repay to Delville ſome of his kindneſſes, by 
her attention to the woman of his heart. 


Had. Caroline ſpent years in ſtudying: 
what to ſay that would be moſt. cruetly- 
wounding to Sir. Piercy,. ſhe could not: 


have more effectually executed ſ{uch.a. pur- 3 
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When at a diſtance from Serena, the 
ſweetneſs of mind and manners of Mifs 
Marley had their due influence over a heart 
ol ſuch ſenſibility as Delville's s; and he al- 
YA moſt fancied nothing was wanting to com- 
| plete the felicity of his life, but devoting it 
to Caroline. | No ſooner, however, did 


Serena make her appearance, than with an 
aching heart he confeſſed to himſelf that 
whilſt ſhe was another” 85 miſery muſt be 
his. 


It is thus that, removed from every tempt- 

* to evil, and with every incentive to 
good, we ſuppoſe ourſelves firm in the prac- 
= tics « virtue ; but the breath of ſeduction 
: _ and: the unſtable, fabric. is levelled i in 
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The gentle Caroline did not — more 
than ſhe readily undertook. All the cares 
ſſhe had beſtowed on Delville during his 
2+ tedious illneſs were now transferred to 
Serena, whom ſhe ſcarcely left for a mo- 
ment, pleaſed at firſt with the idea that ſñne 
was conciliating the regard of Delville, and 
when Serena became known to her, de- 
lighted to teſtify her attachment to the 
lovely ſufferer herſelf. 5 
With the hiſtory of Serena Miſs Marley 
was very imperfectly acquaim d, and in 
ſhort knew no more of it than Delville bad. 
in his delirium betrayed; from thenge,, 88 


had collected that Miſs HenningtGh, Hat ; 8 


been baſely betrayed by Mr. Delamain 
and, from motives of delicacy reſpecting 


her child, had rejected the hand of Delville, 4 
16 although } 


5 
£ 
- 


SERENA. 
although adoring. him but of her late 


: marriage ſhe had never heard, and as Serena 
* the only name ſhe was ever called by, 


and no one of the family hinted even at 
paſt events, ſhe had no means of knowing 


that laſt circumſtance, ſo aggravating to 
the * * of | Delvill 


4 
3 


FE or his dnp Jefpdadence then, even 


: | when the fluctuations of Serena's diſorder 
ſeemed to hold out hopes of her recovery, 
| Caroline could never account in any ſatis- 
; faRory manner. Often when a tranſient 


amendment in the health of her charge 


induced thoſe around her to ſuppoſe ſhe 


as growing well, would the innocent girl 


fy to Delville. to be the firſt to commu- 
nicate intelligence ſhe imagined would give 


bim een and Hen d did his behaviour on 
ſuch 


SERENA, , 167 1 
uch occaſions aſtoniſh her. He would ſomes. | 
times fervently bleſs and thank her for herat- 


tention to his Serena, and ſeem only anxious 


: about her recovery ; then he would take - | 
her hands, preſs them to his lips and : to his 
| boſom, and conjure her, for; bis fake, to be 


careful of her own. health, fince if ſhe ſuf- 
fered from confinement and watching, no- 
thing on earth could make him happy. 


By degrees, however, by became more. 
conſiſtent ; there was leſs paſſion in ki; 
manner of ſpeaking of Serena, and a calmer : 


| tenderneſs in his behaviour to Caroline. 


His ſiſter, who (after the recovery of the 1 


former) willed nothing more earneſtly than 


to ſee him the huſband of the latter, now. : 
deſpaired of ſeeing her wiſh accompliſhed, 
while in reality it was becoming every day = 


more likely than the laſt. 
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« Armosr « two sul had clap! ed ſince 
Serena's arrival in Liſbon, and her health 
did not ſeem i in the leaſt amended by the 
change of air. At times, as is uſual in 
moſt conſumptive caſes, ſhe would appear 
| R as if recovering rapidly for a few days, but 
ſuch fallacious promiſes were always attended 
" by» ſome ſucceeding ſymprom of marked 
decay; and by. the time the winter com- 
menced, there remained no hopes of her ever ; 
ecing the ſpring. 4 aroline was her allduous 
: 475 ISIS attendant; 


attendant; and Seren repaid her care with | 
the moſt | tender Filip and n | 


"As the pbbljetta ot the anbei ins 
valid ſeemed cloſing to an. early death, the 
appeared to feel the retroſpect of paſt events 
lefs painful ;—ſhe now often mentioned Mr. 
Delamain, ſometimes with pity, and always 
without reſentment; ſhe frequently ſpoke 
of the gratitude ſhe felt to Lord Somerſet 
and his family for their kndneſs to her, 


in the moſt trying ſcenes of her ſhort but 
_ eventful life; and would declare her ſatis- = 


Action i in the ien that her death would 


put an end to the expence and trouble 1 
Lordſhip had been at in proſecuting the 5 


ſuit with Mr, Delamain, 


— 3 
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Caroline, who was uſually preſent wien 
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A | been protracted by her unwillingneſs to have 
it celebrated during the melancholy illneſs. 
i= of Serena, who, when they had reſided ſome. . 
weeks in Liſbon, became very urgent with 
| her no longer to delay her own and Bayar's 
2 happineſs. One day that ſhe preſſed the 


= Why, my dear Philippa, ſhould you 


f — 5 
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5 held theſe and ſimilar 3 * 


not now be ignorant of any of Serena 8 
ſlory, as, upon ſuch points as her curioſity 
had been excited, and not gratified, ſhe 
applied for information to. Miſs Delville.. 


4 


| The marriage of Philippa had hitherto, 


3 . Point even more warmly. than uſual, Miſs 
*  Delville faid—< When I fee your health 


in ſome degree reſtored, it will be time 


enough to think on this matter.” 


wait 


walt for an event that you muſt be certain 
never will arrive? Did I not know how © 
utterly incapable of affectat ion you are, 1 
ſhould ſuppoſe you meant to put off your mar- 
riage till your friends, wearied by your excuſes 
for it, ſhould oblige you to decide at once, 
either to yield to their wiſhes, or remain ſingle? 
| Hitherto you have treated Bayar with 
generoſity, and your Serena with the moſt _ 


unexampled kindneſs; do not then give us 


reaſon to complain of you, but at ones 
reward his long attachment to you, and 
give me the ſatisfaction of n * happy | 
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It was pode to reſiſt a Ne o 
beloved, more eſpecially when aided by- the 
tender entreaties of the Chevalier, and the 
. advice | 


— 
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advice of Lord Somerſet and Sir Piercy 


and Miſs Delville fixed a day in the ninth 
Eck of their /zjqur in Liſbon, for her mar- 


_ Tiage ns the Am bude en 
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| ** the tate” of Seen TY was fuck 


25 to preclude the poſſibility of ber ac- 


company ing her friend to the altar, and as 


en could not reſolve to go alone, ſhe 


ah ologized to Miſs Matley! for "RE her to 


be * eee | 


F | ; 3 
„ 33 * 44 k LY * 1 
; | 
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Chee, There is no eee Wee my 
desreſt friend,” anſwered-Cardline ; * for 
de, from the habits of the religious 
- Ncieties.in which L have lived, 1 appear a 


3 © Catholic, Jam, in fact, from principle and | 


education, a Proteſlant. I do not con- 


deer it as being of the Mlighteſt importance 
? whether 


SERENA. 3 we; 1 


whether my prayers aſcend to the Father of - 
Mercies mingled” with the Latin ones c of 
the officiating prieſt, or with the more com- 


pPrehenſible devotions of a Proteſtant con- 5 


gregation. 1 do not ridicule thoſe tenets 
of the Roman Catholic Church that I 
think abſurd, becauſe I pity. thoſe who! are 
ſo weak as to give credit to them; for 1 
think that let what would have been the. 
religion 1n which I was educated, my reaſon 
would revolt at the idea of believing ; an 
old man had the power of God himſelf, to 
abſolve me from the puniſhments, of the 


world to come for my crimes; or that the 


ſtupid, ignorant beings one ſees in the habits. 


of prieſts, had the power of producing the L 
Supreme Being at pleaſure. As to the 


point of weben you to de Aer 1 oy 


you, 
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Jou, our poor Serena muſt be left entirely 

* alone; as certainly neither Lord Somerſet 

nor Sir Piercy would chuſe to be abſent on 
ä 2X = 


8 
12 % "i 


2 « My father, 1 know, would not,” re 
turned "Miſs Delville; but my brother _ 

indeed, Caroline, I fear he will not be per- 0 

added to 80 with - 

. right, Philippa,” ſaid Del. 
ville, who had, unperceived by the ladies, 
been ſome time in the room; * and there 

x EI only one circumſtance that can make 
the ſpectator of ſuch a ceremony.“ 
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- © « And that is—being the principal im- 
mediatelyafterwards,” cried Philippa, pleaſed 
yr the _—— air her brother 8 countenance 


. : 4 wore ; 
1 - : 
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wore; but ſhe ſeverely a herſelf- 
for having ſpoken ſo unguardedly, when ſhe f 


ſaw it take the moſt ſerious caſt poſſible, 


He ſeemed doubtful for Ge moments 
whether or not he ſhould ſpeak ; but at 
length advancing to Caroline, and taking 

| her hand, he ſaid— My filter has again 

; ſpoken truly, Caroline ; but on you it de- 2 
pends whether I ſhall ever be the principal 
on ſuch an occaſion, When firſt I knew 


you, Caroline,” he continued, my heart 
y had not yet learned. the fatal leſſon of love; 
but it was not long in its happy ignorance: 
Thereſa ſoon proved to me that, however 


ſweet were its pleaſures, there were heavy | 
_ penalties attending it.” 


At this part of his diſcourſe, Delville ſaw - 


haus fiſter's countenance darken ; and con- 


: ſcious of what were her thoughts—< I 
ſhould not, faid he, mention this diſ- 
; graceful entanglement, did I not know that 
my Caroline has often thought of it to my 
diſadvantage, and did I not wiſh to let you 
| Tee every weakneſs of the heart I offer to 
your ueptance. When Thereſa unmaſked 


| x the fiend, I forſwore love, as I thought, for 
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ever; but I met with Serena Hennington, 
and my reſolution to retain my indifference 
was no more. No human being can have 
an idea of the ſufferings this fatal attach - 
* ” ment drew on me; ſo various, fo com- 
=p plicated were they in their nature, and each 
[ ſio acutely painful, that the very retroſpe& 
1 of them Amaſt renews their poignancy, 


3 . When in Saxony, my | Caroline,” con- 


tinued 
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tinued Delville, LN your Wc compaſ- 
ſion preſerved the life I ſet no value upon. | 
I was wandering without any purſuit, (tor to 
regain my loſt peace I could not even hope), 
more anxious to eſcape from myſelf, thaw. 

to be inſtructed or even amuſed by travel. 
1. now ſaw you daily, hourly ; every pafſ. | 
ing moment was marked by ſome exertion 
of truly feminine tenderneſs in the relief 
of my bodily maladies; to thoſe of the 
mind, which more cruelly oppreſſed me, you 
gave your tears; you appeared to forget 
your own ſorrows i in your deſire to alleviate _ 
mine, and I loved you as a ſiſter. Vet 
ſtill there was a timid delicacy- in every 
word and action, that forbade my cheriſh- 
ing the idea of ſo ſweet a relationſhip be- 


twixt us; and often—often have I wiſhed 
el that 
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that Serena never had exiſled, or that m 
© r heart hay reſerved itſelf for Caro 
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of ve 1 * PIR that when once a man begins 
to wiſh to be able to transfer his affections, 
the. is not far from doing ſos and the pain 
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. 1 felt on the evening 1 propoſed leaving 
Saxony without you, convinced me that 
Serena was not ſo. firmly eſtabliſhed in my 
2 heart as I had imagined. 
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r 
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* Many times during o our pilgrimage to 
NH | Liſbon, I was on the -point of declaring 
| = (what I felt to be true) that my happineſs 
Was centered in making you mine for ever; 
but the dread of loſing your ſociety com- 
EX 3 my ſilence. 1 feared you would 


ſcorn a heart that had been ſubjected to 
ſo 


/ * 


| SERENA. = "2 
ſo carte | revolutions; and I, knew that with 
a rejedted, nay even an accepted lover, you 
would never conſent 1 to travel. . 4 
ve in atriving doc“ Deville continued; . 
fill addreſſing Caroline, whoſe tears fell in 
torrents on the hand which held both her's, 0 
re in meeting with my family and Serena, my 
heart received a ſevere ſhock; but L yet think 
I ſhould have beheld the latter wich leſs" 
emotion, had not the art of the unprincipled A 


Thereſa diſtracted me with I. know not 
what apprehenſions for her ſafety and honours! | 
But to enable us clearly to deſcribe mental 
impreſſions, it requires that their more pro- 88 4 
minent features ſhould be ſoftened by the — 
hand of time, fince what appears at firſt: to „ 
be the great leading, feature, often proves; = 
vol, III. . but 
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but the diſtended ſhadow of ſome minute 
* 


8 Of this, however, Caroline, J will ven- 
ture to aſſure vou, had 1 two months ago 
aſked for your hand, your. conqueſt of my 


affections would not have been ſo complete 


As at preſent; to an idea of right, not to 
ſentiment, you would have owed the entire 
_ eradication of my paſſion for Serena. H ad 
I not ſeen you, as J have done, for theſe laſt 
: ” fix weeks, you would ** Poſſeſſed but 
2 half a heart. | 


j 


44 it would be a falſe delicacy towards 
you to affect ignorance of what were your 
_ ſentiments of me—I only aſk you, Caroline, 
* r are * and if Was are 
willing 


W 
4 
* 


xr © _ . 
willing to entruſt your future happineſs to 
my care * T. 
1 * 
It was ſome moments befors Caroline 
could command het voice ſufficiently to 
make any reply to the candid and generous 
ſpeech of Delville; but when ſhe could arti- 
culate, it was not to bid him defpair. Re- 
gardleſs of the preſence of Miſs Delville, he 
confeſſed to him not only her long and 
faithful attachment to him, but the tranſ- | 
pw his Prolomt: ſentiments HPO? 1 
Philippa was kerfeif one . the mol 
artleſs of human beings, though in ſome 
meaſure tinctured wich the prudiſh reſeive? | 
that foreigners ſay is an eſſential part of 
the character of every Engliſh woman. She 
had admired the candour of Serena ob W 
"WS fimilar 
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3 | fiir ſubject, but of ſuch frank 88 
tions as Miſs Marley now made, ſhe never 

had an idea, Yet, with all the 1 ingenuous 
tenderneſs of- Caroline, there was an, un- 
affected modeſty in her looks and in her 
| manner, that gave an irreſiſtible charm to 
1 It was not long before Lord Somerſet 
| | was made acquainted with this change in 
the ſentiments of his beloved ſon; and 
moſt truly did he rejoice, fince Serena could 


not be his daughter, in the proſpect of 
| ſeeing Delville united to one ſo truly ami- 
able, and fo fondly. attached to ham as 


. 


a5 
* 
A 


REV his Lordlhip expreſie a defire of hay- 


ing both: his children married on the ſame 
I WE - | day, 
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| ay; and as neither Delville nor Catolitie = 


made any objection, Philippa keGtatingly 
| mentioned Serena, as if ſhe would have ſaĩd F 
— Is it not. cruel to· make the dying 
Serena witneſs the nuptials of the man the | 
loves, with another? _ *,8 
Sir Piercy underflood what ſhe meant, 
and ſaid vou, my ſiſter, muſt com- 
municate the events of this day to Mrs. 
Delamain. Of her regard both for Caro- 3 
| line and myſelf, L have no reaſon to doubt; 
and it would be an abſurd affectation of 
delicacy to her feelings, to conceab from 
her what I know the benevolence of her 
nature will make her derive pleaſure Sane = 
Delville was not miſtaken in his: opinions. 2 i 
of Serena, With the ſtrongeſt appearance 
K 3 . 4 2 * 
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of Gncerit y. ſhe congratulated Caroline on 


her approaching, happineſs, and was a ſtre- 
nuous advocate for Lord Somerſet's plan of 
having the two weddings celebrated. on the | 
fame day. She, however, made a plea of 
illnes to excuſe herſelf from ſeeing Del- 
ville; but ſent a meſſage to him by his ſiſter, 
expreſſive of her ſatisfaction in his preſent 
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| Previous to the intended marriage of 
Delville, he entered into a full explanation 
with Lord Somerſet, concerning Mrs. Fitz- _ 
patrick; but as to give that lady's motives 
for her late conduct was not in the power 
of: either gentleman, a ſuccinct account of Þ 
her operations may be more agreeable to 'F 
the reader- than a narrative of their convere- F 
ſation... © 17 f 


Mrs. Fitzpatrick bad been extremely © 
K* diſappointedꝰ 


Ef 
. 5 


* 
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diſappointed by the contemptuous negleck 1 


with which Lord Somerſet had treated her 
epiſtle to him, which the took care to in- 
form herſelf reached. him; but ſhe deter- 
mined, if poſſible, to procure an introduction 
to his family, that ſhe might be able to 
conduct herſelf in the manner moſt likely 
to enſure the ſucceſs of another applica- 
3 tion ſhe meant to make in favour of her 
1 


The character of every member of the 
E: : Guciety in the Caſtle, and its neighbour- 
3 tboad, was perfectly known to Thereſa; and 
cher firſt battery was levelled againſt the al- 
=p moſt imbecile mind of Mrs, Powis. In order 

40 accompliſn this, ſhe, without difficulty, 
5 a contrived to be invited to the houſe of a 


Mrs. Morton, who being very vain, very filly, 
© "420 * and 


g SERENA 20 
and very ſentimental, and having, to enſure 
the comforts: of a fine houſe and a coach, 
married Mr. Morton, a thorough bred 5 
Vorkſhire Squire, ſhe. found it abſolutely: 2 
neceſſary to have a female friend always in | 
the houſe, to whom ſhe might: breathe. her 
ſoft diſtreſſes in being united for life to a. 
monſter who had no more ſentiment and 
delicacy than one of his beſt hunters or a 
ſtauncheſt hounds, and who really ſeemed: _ 
to poſſeſs more affection for thoſe intereſt-- | 
ing quadrupeds than for the ſoft, the tens, 
der, fighing. Mariamne. 


: Prepoſieſſion:was e = 
of Mrs. Powis's character 3 and the exte · 
rior and manners. of the l-, fant. Miſs. 
Mortimer were. ſuch as could r not fail to. 
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Behold her now firmly eſtabliſhed in 


| Somerſet Caſtle, ſtudious to conciliate the 
regard of every individual in it, and almoſt 


. Aer ful as ſhe could wiſh. F ortunately 


for her, Mr. Fitzpatrick had ſome months 
| before broken his neck in riding a race, and 
| was therefore no impediment | to her plans 

for her future advancement. | 


From the wa paternal affection with 
which Lord Somerſet always behaved to 
Serena, ſne could not entertain a doubt of 
What were his wiſhes for her; and from ſome 
of his opinions which ſhe had artfully 

founded, ſhe could no more doubt that he 
confidered Sir Piercy's entanglement with 
Miſs Meliphant as by any means a ſerious - 
affair. Since, therefore, the fair Thereſa 
could not hope to be the wife of Delville, 
* : ſhe 


1 


. SERENA. - 2037 
tie formed the laudable reſolution of being 5 
his mother-in-law. if: Lord Some wouks: : 
* ther... 


From the firſt time that this plan pre- 
ſented itſelf to her imagination, Thereſa en-- 
tertained the moſt Gans. hopes of- its- 
ſucceſs. 2 5 


Lord Somerſet certainly did ads Miſe 3 
Mortimer, and ſuppoſed her- mind to be As : 
amiable as her face was perfect; and there 
was ſo much of the ſtately courteſy of the 
laſt age in his manners, that a perſon might 
eaſily be led to imagine he entertained a 
partiality where it was by no” means the 
caſe. Had a late celebrated political writer 
been acquainted with the venerable Lord 3 
Somerſet, ho would not have fo- feelingl7ß 

1 lamented |} 
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- lamented that * «the age of chivalry was pal, 
ſince not even the Knight of La Mancha 

himſelf addreſſed the fair Maritornes with 

more high - ſounding compliments, than his 
105 Lordſhip ſometimes add reſſed Miſs Mortimer 

. | with. Nevertheleſs no idea of the honour ſhe 

| intended him ever entered into his thoughts; 
and even if it had, he was too fond of his chil- 
den to give them a ſtepmother, and much 
? too wary on his own account to entruſt his 

N peace to a very lovely woman, who declared 

. herſelf under twenty years of age. 


| So very highly had ſhe flattered herſelf 
on her proſpect of being Lady Somerſet, 
that it was with the certainty of return- 
ing ſuch that ſhe went to Liſbon, where 
her very mal. apropos meeting with Delville 
completely diſconcerted all her projects for 
the 


; 3 0 
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the preſent. But in leaving Lord Sasber⸗ 
ſet's hotel, ſhe had taken unto her ſociety a ; 


| ſpirit almoſt as wicked as herſelf, and Mrs. i 
Fitzpatrick was not yet totally diſcomfited. i 


The preparations for Miſs Delville's mar- 
riage had all been made in England, ſo that 
there was now little to be done except for 
Delville and Caroline. The buſineſs of ſets = 
tlements was all executed by Lord Somerſet's f 
ſolicitor in London; and when they arrived, 
there was nothing to impede the comple- | 
tion of the happineſs of all parties. That, | 
however, had very nearly been ſhaken by 
a whim of Caroline's. Notwithſtanding ſhe 
was, from reſiding with an Engliſh family, 
an object of general obſervation from it, ſhe 
had never laid aſide the habit of a Siſter of 
the order of Mercy; and when Miſs Delville, 

} 4 „„ on 18 
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206 
* on the day preceding that fixed for the mars < 
' riage of both, enquired ſportively if ſhe never 
meant to abandon that hateful dreſs, ſhe re; 
_ plied that it was. her intention to be mar- 


ried in it. 
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n was in vain Miſs Delville urged the 
: TOW appearance-it would have, in vain 
Serena repreſented the impropriety ; ; with the 

| pertinacity with which a diſordered mind 
J lays hold of trifles, ſhe adhered d tot this reſo- 
; lle, till Miſs Delville mentioned how 
q much it muſt hurt not only Lord Somerſet; 
A but: Delville. himſelf. She then immedi- 
ately. ; gave up the point; but the circum- 
| ſtance: made ſuch an impreſſion on Philippa, 
that ſhe mentioned it to Bayar, and he, 
without conſidering the effect it 1 have, 
| related it to Delville, 
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The mind of Delville had ſuffered ſuch 
ſevere ſlſocks, that it had loſt much of its 


firmneſs; he had not yet enjoyed a ſuffi- 
cient term of tranquillity to reſtore it to 


its accuſtomed tone, and he felt this little A 


whim of Caroline 8 in a. manner difficult ta 
deſcribe. It recalled. to his ideas the horrid 
recollection of her having once been inſane ; 


and though in his calmer: moments he was 


fully ſenſible that in. ſuch circumſtances. it 
ſhould not militate againſt his peace, it gave 
a dejection to his manners during the whole 
ovening. 

At night, when the family were ſepara - 
ting, Bayar took Miſs Delville's hand, and 
drawing her towards him, whiſpered, as he 
kiſſed her cheek—*&* . ſhall not again 


's 3 
5 1 
be parted. „ie 
. of 
| oi aſt 
— 1 . i 
- 2 wy * # 
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Caroline caught the unn; che beheld: 
© the action, and could not help ſtealing a: 
glance at Delville, who was, to appearance, 
very deliberately lighting a. candle (he had 
ſeyeral times ſnuffed Out). at one of the 
branches that ſtood on the ſupper-table ; $; 
ber eyes filled with tears, and ſhe could 
ſcarcely articulate a good - night to Lord 
f _ as ſhe left the room. 


Delville ſeemed nflantly awakened | to. 
recolleQion, and followed her. 


2 My Caroline,” cried he, forgive 
mel I have been nnen, e 
a the heat to-day.” 


. ah uf dana the apprehenſive Miſs 
2 Markey, you are indiſpoſed. Suffer me 
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to bring you ſame. of Serena's medicing} I 
fear your hectic complaint i is returning.“ 


% No, my ſweet girl,“ ſaid Delville, more 
calmly, & am not ill indeed; but if you do 
not wiſh to make me ſo, you muſt not flatter 
me with this ſolicitude. Who would not 

be ſick to have my Caroline for a nurſe?” 
From that moment Delville's whole ſoul 
ſeemed devoted to. his lovely:Caroline and 
nothing could exceed ben. ES, 
i the whole of the bg * 
the next day, Serena remained in ſolitude,” | 
in endeayouring ſo far to acquire the 
maſtery of her feelings, es to meet Delvills 

at dinner. (when ſhe had promiſed. Lord 
1 "Somerſet : 


not indulging hopeleſs regrets, but occupied: 2 ” < i 


| 210 b SERENA. 
Shinarſct” to PAY as ſhe thought ſhe 
| ought to ſee the huſband: of her beloved 
92 Caroline. Her efforts were not unſucceſs- 


ful; and on that day, as well as on the 

very few that intervened before her diffolu- 

8 tion, her conduct towards him was that of 

an affectionate ſiſter to the moſt — 
of brothers. ES 


| Early in the morning, in the commence - 
ment of the fourth month of her reſidence 
in Liſbon, Serena, the amiable and unfor⸗ 
tunate Serena, breathed her laſt in the arms 
5 of Caroline, (who had been awakened by 
© the intelligence that ſhe- was. dying), ene 
treating. her to be-mindful of the happinets 
of Delville, and not to ſuffer him to forget 
: his 1 of protecting. and cheriſhing. 


= PR 
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"Hin dow: as it was Male known to Lord 


Somerſet that his beloved Ser ena no longer- 
fuffered, he loſt no time in writing to Mr. 


Delamain, to inform him of her deceaſe, 
and to defire his directions in regard to her 
being carried to England. This he did at 
the expreſs deſire of Serena; and he was by 
no means ſorry when the neceſſary time of 


interment, notwithſtanding the —— 
ment, arrived without his having had any 


notification of his letter being received. 
With the aid of a few broad pieces, leave 


was procured for Serena's being buried in 


the cemetery of a neighbouring Convent; 


and it was more than a week after the laſt 


offices were performed, that Lord Somerſet 


received the following letter, in anſwer to 
the one he had. written, which he found 
had been fent from England back to Liſbon, | 


| where. 
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mae SERENA. 
where Mr. Delamain had been for ſome. 
time. . 


% MY LOR D, 

had this morning the honour of your 

letter, informing me of the deceaſe of your 
-protegee, which was only an official intima- 

tion of an event I heard of within two 
houts of its taking place, from a lady you. 
EkEzei by the name of Sophia Mortimer. 
Your Lordſhip infinitely over-rated-my affec- 
2 tion for the late Mrs. Delamain, when you 
-* imagined I ſhould defire to poſſeſs her re- 
mains, or even take the trouble of having 
them conveyed to the family vault of my 
anceſtors; I have no doubt they will re- 

= main perfectly quiet wherever your Lordſhip 


2 * 


SERENA. mm. 
has berd pleaſed to beftow chem even 5 
ſhould they have been committed to un- 
lanctifed earth. 550 
| | 0 

. 1 he fait edna betworks us, I nod 
ſearcely mention to your. Lordſhip, muſt. 
now be at an end; though, as you ſeem 
fond of law, I have no doubt Sir Piercy 
Delville will permit you to conduct the ſuit _ 
againſt Mrs. Ftzpærick, who means imme 


diately to proſecute him for the breach of a 


promiſe of marriage. That lady bas at 

length yielded to my entreaties; and has“ 
placed herfelf under my protection, which 
Sl obli ge me to forward her affairs as much 


ſhewn your chivalric inclinations for pro- 
2 ein 2 * cannot 
. 


as poſſible. As your Lordſhip has ſo often | F if 


3 > ITY - SERBNAs © 
* <ertainly anda: the preſent proceedings 
of your: Lordſhip' 8 
I 5:1 | Moſt devoted, | 
18 4 50 humble ſervant, 


„ * * HENRY DELAMAIN.” 
| Eien, — T4 
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But, notwithſtanding Mr, Delamain, 
under the influence of the deteſtable Thereſa, 
| could thus eorite in regard to the unfortu 
nate Serena, his heart was not ſo entirely 

5 callous as not to /ee/ for the victim of his 
IF cruelty. He had now connected himſeS 
- with a being ſo depraved, that Serena was 
ſoon amply avenged on her betrayer. Mrs, 
Fitzpatrick. became every day more hate- 
fol to him; but he bad not courage to 
order 


EE ETC 
order her to quit his houſe, and he accord- 
ingly left it in her poſſeſſion, ſeldom going 


near it, or when he did, cautiouſly avoiding | 


her he. ſuffered to be conſidered as its miſ- 
treſs, 


. 5 rom the fuit againſt Sir Piercy, nothing 
but expence and vexation could ever be 
made to accrue: Mr. Delamain careleflly 
permitted his money and credit to be em- 
ployed in it, and from its infamy he could 
never, with any decency, appear in England. 
His life, therefore, was ſpent i in wandering 
about the Continent, - with Mrs. : Fitz- 
patrick in his ſuite, plagued by and tyran= | 
nizing over her, till relieved from her ſociety i 
by a new and richer * | 


The fanity of Lond — in . 


— 4 


meantime, 


1 Rleity W ſo well merited. De Melan- 
ö 6 ville and his Emily, though they nominally 
| reſided at Powis Hall, ſpent moſt of theit 
* ſummers with sir Piercy and Lady Del- 
. viſte, to whom Lord Somerſet had given 
upthe Caſtle, reſiding alternately with them, 
and at an elegant houſe in the neighbour- 
hood of Plymouth, which, with the ad- 
- Joining eſtate, he had purchaſed, amd pre 
ſented to Bayar, who would on no account 
abandon the * on he been VO 


er . 


| RN 


But no ſuch "OA gelliny remained 
Job the unfortunate Honora Seward. On 
bis return from Liſbon, Lord Somerſet 
made very particular enquiries concerning 


= hes, of an old 3 a relation of 
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| SERENA. SE. 2 
Mr. B s, who being of a very ſin- £ 
gular turn of mind, was the only avowed ed 
friend of the divorced wife of his kinſman. 
From him Lord Somerſet learned that as 1 
Honora had had no fortune; ſhe was, on her 5 
divorce, reducęd to live on a ſmall annuity, | 


purchaſed for 2 by her father long before 


his death, and when ſhe was quite a child. 


This gentleman, whoſe name was Sheldon, 
making a trifling addition to it, ſhe had gone 
abroad; for her reaſons for which proceed =O 
ing Mr. Sheldon referred Lord Somerſet to 


a letter of her own, written to him on ber NN 


leaving England. 


* . 


<4 will not, my only band ” wrote 


Honora, *« reject your offered 3 


VOL. III. L | becauſe | 
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FE 218 > SERENA. : 


©) 


| becauſe it t pits it in my power to 1570 a 


* I mo. Jong _— 


« Whatever my cbnduct bas been, be 


E- hr” 1 me my heart fell retains its reverence 


for virtue. By virtue I do not ſimply mean 
that chaſtity which many poſſeſs only from 
uglineſs, and the neglect of mankind; 1 


mean that pure and divine emanation which 


7, in the heart of Miſs Deville, and 
the lovely, unfortunate Serena, There are 


thoſe in the world that would claſs that 


ſweet victim of haſeneſs but little bigher 
in the lift of virtue than your poor Honora ; 
but I more juſtly. eſtimate her ſuperiority, 
and fince I can no longer ſerve her, I dare 


not enter her Preſence. I cannot endure 


the life I at preſent lead: I find myſelf 
| Pointed at by the finger of ſcorn; ; let me 


= 80 


:- 


—— 


0 e 1 may even | in Church, ik 1 : 
N numerous congregation compel any of the 
ladies of the pariſh to enter the pew where 
I fit, they take as much care to prevent 
their flounces touching: my humble garb, 
as if they fancied a blaſted character infec- 
tious. Yet I remember thoſe very women, * 
when J bore the name of Mr. Delamain, 
though by my own fault ſeparated from 
him, courted my notice with the utmoſt 
aſſiduity. I was not then, it is true, the 
wretched, diſgraced being I now am, bos 
a thouſand times more guilty! Thank 
Heaven, my errors have received a part of © 
their dus puniſhment, and it has awoke me 
to a ſenſe of religion and duty. My: life is 
not meritorious, but it is at leaft innocent; 5 


; 
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to wear away its remains in peace, if not in 2 i 
reſpectability, I mean to retire to Beim; 5 
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a "there 12 am not N and there your next 
| letters will find n * | 
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72 . And ſhall the ſelfiſh, inhuman prude 


9 preſume to fay this woman is abandoned 


of Heaven?” exclaimed Lord Somerſet, 
when he had read the foregoing lines, 
She may poſſeſs the exterior of virtue, 


but in the heart of Honora it reigns in 
5 its true eſſence See 


** 


Lord Somerſet contrived to make a very 
conſiderable addition to the income of this 
unfortunate young woman, in the name of 


| _ Sheldon who, though a moſt worthy 
| character, 


T If 


5 5 SERENA. | 


"Wo 


Character, was too ſtrongly tin&ured with 


| "the vice of avarice to make Honora, from 


his own fortune, as comfortable as ſhe 
deſerved to _— 
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28 A NOVEL. 
BY MARY ANN HAN wav. 
| FOUR VOLUMES), 12MO, PRICE 188. SEWEDs - 
8 © Second Hdition. „ 


Contrary to the generality of modern Novels, the ſtory of 
Elinor becomes more intereſting as it proceeds; and the ſen- 
tence paſſed upon Sir Fretful's dramaticalexertion in the critic 
will not apply here. This performance certainly does not 

want incident: the narrative is neat and ſi BEES and the 
whole makes an agreeable publication. " 


Brito Critic, January, x 1799 


/ LAT 
- 

Several, of the Gries of this TREE din play an intimate 
acquaintance with life, and the habits of what is called poli iſhed. 
' Jociety. Some of the characters are ſketched with ſpirit, 
particulazly:that of Lady John Dareall, an intrepid cham- 
pion for female rights, a bold contemner of vice and folly, and 3 
a dignified example of principles. e 3 
1 « Beyond the fix'd and ſettled roles 2 f _ 
« Of vice and virtue in the ſchools.“ | 

„ Analytical REVIEW, april 1751. | 


* 


* 


Elinor is a deſ reed child, whoſe parents are not difcoyered! Re 
till the web of her ſtory is nearly completed, and the Whole 
ready to be ditplayed as a well- finiſned piece, compact in all 

its parts, and ornamented with many beautiful flowers of wit 
© nd fancy, Sound judgment, ſolid reaſoning, add a Wm | 
5 «ge oi the world, form the baſis of the fabrick. 


Turnau TIRE I 798 : 
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many a pathetic incident; for the voice of Nature is too 


is probably the labour of ſome induſtrious F:4i9r6, as the 


Be 
ng. 


COoUNT SAINT BLANC ARD. N 
TAREE VOLUMES, 12MO, PRICE 9s. SEWED, 
This Novel, we are informed in the concluding page, s 
a. tranſlation from the French. The ſtory turns "upon the 
prejudices of high birth—prejadices which, in France, no 
longer exiſt. Theſe abſurd diſtinctions have given riſle to 


loud to be filenced by artificial precepts. It were to be 
'withed that the wildneſs of democracy had not afforded to 
the pen of the, hiſtorian, as well as to that of the Noveliſt, 
events equally true and affecting. So imperfect is the nature 
cf man, that the beſt principles are liable io degenerate into 
tanaticiſm ; and it would be vain to expect from the cvent- 
Joclging multitude jufficient diſcernment, difcrimination, or 
candaur to ſeparate the caſual mixture of improper diſpo- 
, G$ons and ſiniſter motives from the genuine motives of 
reafon and juſtice. 

= The Count Saint Blancard is an entertaining and well. 
connected ſtory, and may agreeably beguile a leiſure hour. 


* 


Critical Rewiew, November 1 795. 
5 s 


— 


This work avowedly is a tranſlation from the French; * 


French idiom predominates. The {tory is well choſen, and 
is Giveited of the unmorality, party, and levity, which are tog 
frequently found in the- lighter productions of the French 
Writers. To thoſe who ſeek amuſemenr in tracing the 8 
wanners of France, we may recommend this little Work; 

may divert a ſoltary hour, without an youth, or 
 dngutting a8 . | * 


5 Monthly Reviews, O ober 1795. | 
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